


[image: image1.png]~N
5
o
syonas®



 

Member newsletter No: 5, April 18, 2007
Vacancies in Term 2

Most members will know we are increasing our class numbers and course options in Term 2, commencing April 24 or April 26.  Courses will finish on June 26 or 28.
There are five courses being run on Tuesdays, and four on Thursdays.

There are just a few vacancies left:

	Course
	Time
	Vacancies

	Internet
	Tues 1.00pm
	1

	Word for Projects
	Tues 11.30 am
	1

	Family history
	Thurs 9.00am
	2

	Basic computing
	Thurs 11.30am

Thurs 1.00pm
	2

1


Otherwise, courses are fully booked.  Thank you members for supporting us.
Committee decisions
Rachel Young – who as you know is busy each week on reception and at our member meetings collecting fees – is now officially Assistant Secretary.
The draft constitution has been reviewed and will be put to the members on Monday, and if approved, will be submitted to Fair Trading NSW along with our application for incorporation.

We are currently researching specifications and obtaining quotes for new furniture – ergonomic computer chairs and desks – and computer equipment we need for our club, with a view to seeking grants from Council’s Building Community Capacity Fund (for voluntary organizations) and the Clubs grants. 
Focus on courses: What is Word for Projects?

This is a new course being offered in Term 2, for members who are familiar with the basics of Microsoft Word.
The course aims to take a given project – a flyer, a newsletter, recipes, a story with photos, a greeting card or a mail merge letter – work out the skills required to complete each, then teach those skills.

Berniece and Margaret will work together assisting students develop the skills to transfer these skills to projects that interest each student.

Berniece Brierely and Margaret Tucker are both experienced and qualified trainers.  
Berniece was a TAFE teacher in computer software and office applications for over 20 years, and following retirement, volunteered her services at Moocooboola Computer Pals for Seniors at Hunter’s Hill, prior to moving to the Parramatta district.

We will feature different courses and trainers in each of the next few newsletters.
Networking, Internet and Website
Dominic, our IT Co-ordinator has installed broadband (Unwired) on the club computers, so we are now ready to run our Internet and Family history classes.
What software are we using on the club computers?
The Club uses Windows XP professional, Office Professional 2003, Outlook Express, Picasa2, Windows Media Player 10, PhotoStory 3 and a choice of browsers – Internet Explorer and Firefox.  The free version of Family Tree Maker will be installed for the Family History class.

Additionally, Windows Digital Media Suite 10 has been installed, but we are not yet running classes in this product.

The Digital Photography course will use Picasa2 and PhotoStory 3.
ASCCA’s residential workshop

Each year, ASCCA holds a residential workshop – basically for club members who want to stretch their computer skills to new areas not always covered in their local clubs.  This year, the workshop will be held at Newcastle’s Bimet Lodge on Monday-Tuesday May 7-8.  

Contact ASCCA on 9286 3871 or download the registration form from www.seniorcomputing.org 
How do you join the club?

Fill out a blue application form and pay $20.  This is a one off fee for new members.  Course fees are $40 for a 10 week course, payable in advance.  We will charge lesser fees for short courses.
After July 1, all members will pay a $20 annual subscription – basically to cover our ongoing insurance and legal costs. This is being waved this financial year.
Discounts through Harris Technology
Harris Technology, the large computer store in George Street – opposite Office Works – is offering our members discounts on software and hardware products.  We have been told the discount will vary depending on the product, but will be between 10-40%.
Tell us your experience…

Has anyone tested out the discounts being offered by Harris Technology?  What discount were you offered and for which product(s)?
We are most grateful to..

· Hazel Gibbs and Desley Rees for assistance with morning teas at our members meeting
· Peter Grove for donating a couple of old printers and another computer – more work for Dominic of course!
Take the Teacher Home CDs
We filled the back orders from last month’s meeting, and have a few more copies available for sale.  Practice skills at home for mouse movement, keyboard, word processing basics and Windows XP screen displays.

See Margaret at the member’s meeting for your copy.  The CD package is keenly priced at $39.60, a reduction of 45% of RRP.
Contact Secretary on  mobile  0434 619 922, 9639 9110  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:margarettucker@optusnet.com.au" ��margarettucker@optusnet.com.au� 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.seniorcomputing.org/Parramatta" ��www.seniorcomputing.org/Parramatta� 





Monday April 23


is our next members meeting


9.30am-noon


The Heritage Centre


346A Church Street


PARRAMATTA


$4 at door


Topics: Buying a computer, Internet and email
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