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Member newsletter No: 9, August, 2007
Monthly meetings in Civic Place
A

s from August, our monthly meetings will be held on the third Friday of each month between 9.30 and 12 noon in the Gwen Logan room, right next door to our club training room.  

The first will be held this week, on Friday August 17, followed by September 21, October 19 and November 16.

Courses extended to Wednesdays

I

n Term 4, commencing in the week of October 9, the course timetable will be expended to three days per week.  Peter Grove will be running two courses on Wednesday morning.  Peter is a computer enthusiast who also volunteers at the COTA Computer Club in the CBD.
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The course timetable is shown overleaf.  You will note there are a couple of vacant slots.  We are always optimistic that a new trainer or two will come forward from our membership.

Your committee decided early on that we would not ask trainers to commit themselves for more than one day per week. Therefore we are determined not to expand too fast, until we have an adequate number of trainers.  As it is, our trainers have been asked to cover for illness or holidays, and we are grateful that so far we have been able to do so.  It would be good to have a couple of relief trainers we could call on.
During August, John Moxon and Berniece Brierley covered for Margaret and Jan Gathercole covered for John.  It has been a bad month health-wise for committee members and trainers, with both Peter Grove and Margaret Tucker undergoing surgery, and John Moxon taken ill last week.  All are now back on deck.
Just the start –new equipment
P
resident John Moxon and vice president John McGlinn attended an award ceremony at the Parramatta Riverside Theatres on Wednesday 18th July and collected a cheque for $4910.84 to purchase various equipment and training resources.

Six adjustable computer chairs and a Club data projector were our top priority.   Our members are finding the chairs with a four way adjustment much more comfortable.  Since the price of data projectors continue to fall, we were able to obtain one with a 2000 lumens light for $999.
Additionally, we have purchased a series of training manuals called PC Simplicity.  The range covers many Office 2003 software applications as well as Windows XP.
Thank you Parramatta Council!

The Committee has decided that new computers are our next priority, and has asked Peter Grove and Margaret Tucker to put together a proposal to assist the Committee make an informed decision, hopefully at our next committee meeting on September 4.
We were unsuccessful with our second grant application (CDSE) so we need to put Plan B into action.
Seven new identical personal computers will be required, and the specifications will include dual boot capacity so that we can switch easily from Windows XP to Vista, depending on our students’ requirements.  It may mean putting up with our old-fashioned monitors for longer than we’d like.
Focus on courses:  Family Story Writing

T
his course will suit members who wish to learn the skills necessary to research and write a short story, a chapter of a more ambitious family story or a set of descriptive pieces for a family scrap-book.

A variety of skills will be taught – ranging from formatting a short story or essay, finding photos or historical information on the Internet, scanning old photos to create digital images, researching births, deaths and marriages and census information to find where your ancestors lived, or researching shipping records.

Each student will choose their own topic and be guided to create an interesting, well designed and informative short story piece.  An example story will be shown at the August monthly meeting.

Term 3 Timetable

A

ll courses are one hour in length for 10 weeks, commencing October 9-11, 2007.
	Time
	Course
	Pre-requisites

	Tues 9-10am
	Windows XP Popular functions
	Basic computing

	Tues 10.15-11.15
	Digital photos (Picasa2 and PhotoStory3)
	Basic computing



	Tues 11.30-12.30
	Family story writing
	Word 1/ Files and folders management

	Tues 1-2 pm
	Digital photos (Picasa2 and PhotoStory3)
	Basic computing

	Tues 2.15-3.15
	Vacant.  Need a trainer for Basic computing or Internet

	Wed 9.00
	Vacant – need a trainer

	Wed 10.15
	Internet
	Basic computing

	Wed 11.30
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm

(no knowledge)

	Wed 1.00 – 3.15 pm 
Various two hour self contained courses for $10.  Six in each class. Topics to include Christmas letters; mail merge and labels; communications technology; scanning; CD/DVD burning; setting up a hotmail account and email etiquette; blogging.

	Thurs 

9.00 am
	Basic computing

Level 1
	Enthusiasm

(no knowledge)



	Thurs 10.15
	Works Suite v 8
	Basic computing



	Thurs 11.30
	Basic computing

Level 2
	Mouse & keyboard experience

	Thurs 

1-2pm
	Word 1
	Basic computing


ASCCA conference August 27-28

C

heck the conference website at www.ascca.org.au/conference2007/index.html   Still time to register!

We are most grateful to..

· Desley Rees and Lourdes Leenders for volunteering to assist on Thursdays as our receptionists
· Jan Gathercole and Bill New, Hazel Gibbs and Desley for assisting at our July monthly meeting.
How do you join the club?

F

ill out a green application form and pay $40 (includes a once only joining fee $20 plus an annual subscription fee of $20).  Course fees are $40 for a 10 week course; lower fees for short courses - payable in advance. 
Christmas Party

W

ednesday December 12 between 2-5pm in the Dan Mahoney Room (Level 2, Council Chambers Building).  Bring your spouse and/or mum & dad!
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