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Christmas Party

P
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lans are well in hand for Wednesday’s Christmas Party.  Chris Hetherington, Margaret Green and Hazel Gibbs are managing the food, drink and tea and coffee, and a small band of helpers will be available to assist with preparation of the food and arranging the table decorations.

Entertainment will consist of some club presentations – particularly from our PowerPoint and Digital Photo classes and a surprise or two.  There will be a lucky door prize.
Dates for next year’s courses
	Term
	Start
	Finish
	Weeks in term

	1
	29 Jan
	4 April
	10 weeks

	2
	28 April
	4 July
	10 weeks

	3
	21 July
	26 Sept
	10 weeks

	4
	13 Oct
	19 Dec
	10 weeks


Since there are 11 school weeks in Term 1, we will probably finish a week early, ready for our Seniors Week event on Friday 11th April.
Friday 18th January will be our first birthday celebration.

Put all these dates in your diary.  NOW!

Welcome to Hazel Labka – our newest trainer

H
azel Labka joined Computer Pals in October this year, and is currently enjoying John’s Digital Photo Story course on Tuesday afternoons. However, Hazel is an intrepid computer adventurer, having used computers in the workplace for many years. In 1985 she was awarded a Kelloggs scholarship to travel to the USA to study “Computers in Nursing”. 

For 20 years, Hazel, a former nurse originally from Western Australia was Director of Finance and Corporate Services at the College of Nursing in Burwood.
Hazel, who minds her three year old grand-daughter two days a week and has volunteered at the NSW State Archives in Kingswood for four years, will be taking responsibility for the revived Genealogy course.

The course Genealogy on your Computer will be running for two hours each week for five weeks, commencing Tuesday January 29 between 10.15 am and 12.30 pm.  The cost for this 10 hour course is $40.

Peter to take leave for Term 1
U

nfortunately, Vice president Peter Grove needs to take leave of absence from training for a term, since he has to have another orthopedic operation on January 22, this time on his foot – a more serious operation that will reduce his ability to get around for a while even more than his recent hip operation. 

We wish you the very best Peter. Your students and the management team will miss you!
Timetable for Term 1

	Time
	Course
	Pre-requisites

	Tues 9.15
	Mouse & computer skills
	Enthusiasm only.  No computer required

	Tues 10.15-12.30 5 weeks
	Genealogy on your Computer
	Some internet skills/ Mouse & keyboard

	Tues 1.00
	Basic computing
	Just enthusiasm 

	Tues 2.15
	Digital Photo Story
	File and folder management; keyboard skills

	Wed 9.00
	PowerPoint 5 weeks $20
	File and folder management; Word processing

	Wed 10.15
	Digital Photo Story
	File and folder management

	Wed 11.30
	Windows XP popular functions
	Basic computing

	Wed 1.00 pm
	Short courses – see separate list
	For students with some experience

	Thurs 9.00 am
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm – no experience required

	Thurs 10.15 am
	Word for Beginners

(PC Simplicity)
	Mouse & keyboard/ File & folder management

	Thurs 11.30 am
	Email (5 weeks)
	Mouse and keyboard skills

	Thurs 1.00 pm
	Excel for Beginners

(PC Simplicity)
	Mouse & keyboard skills/ File & folder management


Club equipment

T

he club has now acquired two new printers:

· Canon LBP 3300 (a laser printer with black and white double sided printing)
·  Canon ip4300 (colour Inkjet).
As well, we have a new scanner – a CanoScan 8800F which will scan negatives as well as create pdf files and the usual digital images and hardcopy.

Just recently, John has been supervising a young man from Kellyville – Raymond Tsui – who has just completed his HSC at Girraween High School and wanted to do some interesting volunteer work.
Raymond has been “renovating” the best of the club’s old computers so that we can keep the best of them for administration and for members to use on the premises to practice their skills.

Raymond has undertaken four hours so far and will complete the job this week.  Some of the old computers have been “cannibalized” so whatever parts are left over will need to go in the recycling bin.  Especially the monitors – no-one seems to want “clunky” monitors anymore.  Remember when we paid $250 for them??
What’s the management committee been up to?
T

he Committee has been busy, meeting on 13th November and will meet again on 11th December.
Apart from authorizing new equipment purchases, the main tasks were to discuss the evaluation report for our recent Council grant, to discuss our application for next years’ round of Parramatta Council’s Community Capacity Building grants (due December 7) and to draw up an agenda for the trainers’ meeting which was held on 16th November after the members’ monthly meeting.

At the Trainers’ meeting, the course roster for Term 1 was drawn up, and trainers contributed feedback and suggestions for improving our training administration.

First birthday party

A

SCCA’s president, Nan Bosler will be the guest speaker at our first birthday celebrations to be held in the Gwen Logan Room on Friday 18th January.
We will be inviting the Mayor and other Councillors to this meeting, as well as others who have helped us get established.

Short courses

C

ourses scheduled so far – see list at Christmas party – include:

· Digital camera to computer/ scanning (John Moxon)

· Windows Vista (Margaret Tucker)

· Greeting cards (Margaret Tucker)

We are also looking at running a couple of courses on OpenOffice – an open source suite of software applications.

Courses will be held on Wednesday afternoons between 1 pm and 3.15 pm.
Club Website
U

nder construction at www.parramattacps.org.au 
Email us at info@parramattacps.org.au to give us your feedback.  We will not be officially launching the website until we are happy that it functions well and all the links work.

Till next time.  Margaret
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to all members and friends of


Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors





Enjoy the festivities – carols, church and/or family gatherings –


and stay safe on the roads.





Thanks for you support in so many ways – as course participants,  trainers, publicists, committee members or helpful Council officers and members of other computer clubs and of ASCCA!
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