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1st birthday party
Y
es, it’s 12 months since we opened our doors and we are inviting you all to celebrate.

In January last year, we held three information days and had a great response. 
At that stage, we didn’t even know where we were going to store our computers, even though we’d been planning the club since the Seniors Week EXPO in 2006.  
But we took a leap of faith, and started with seven old computers, weekly hire of a room (generously paid for by Council) and with your support, were able to build up a kitty so that we could become incorporated and take out our own insurance by May!  And purchase new equipment as well.
So come along on January 18 at 9.30 am, when we will have a packed program – a special guest speaker Nan Bosler, president of the Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association (ASCCA); representatives from Council; some examples of students’ work; an introduction to the club for new enquirers; an opportunity to book a course or two; and of course a celebration morning tea.

And, as a special treat – IT’s ALL FREE.  Your committee has decided to waive the usual $4 meeting fee.

The event commences at 9.30 am and finishes at 11.30 am to noon.

Judy Joyce – a versatile trainer
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J

udy is one of those folk who appear phased by nothing.  Starting as a student in Term 3, Judy offered to train last Term, and took on Basic Computing.  She has a great interest in Digital photo enhancing and presentation and this term is teaching Word 1 and Digital Photo Stories as well as Basic Computing on Tuesdays.
Judy took an interest in computers years ago at the urging of her brother, who set her family up with Amiga computers, then continued to upgrade them.  As a school parent, she participated in computer training at her daughter’s school and developed her interests from there.

Judy worked many years ago as a nursing assistant at Yallambie Nursing Home, and shares a keen interest in gardening – especially camellias – with her husband.  
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oan Craymer, president at Computer Pals for Seniors Epping will be our guest speaker in February.  Joan’s main interests are creative writing and genealogy, and she runs courses in both.

Short courses for Term 1

The following courses are scheduled for Wednesdays and each costs 
$10, for financial members only.

	Date
	Course
	Pre-requisites

	30 Jan
	Windows Vista Introduction
	Basic computing

	6 Feb
	Camera to computer & Scanning
	Own a digital camera

	13 Feb
	CD burning
	Basic computing

	20 Feb
	Camera to computer & Scanning
	Own a digital camera

	27 Feb
	Greeting cards
	Basic computing

	5 March
	Open source software
	Basic computing

	12 March
	Windows Vista introduction
	Basic computing

	19 March
	CD burning
	Basic computing

	26 March
	Easy photo collage (using Microsoft’s Dig. Image Suite)
	Basic computing

	2 April
	By popular request – see which courses are over-subscribed
	To be advised


Of course, there are also the 5 and 10 week courses, which are outlined over the page.
There have been some slight changes.

Timetable for Term 1

	Time
	Course
	Pre-requisites

	Tues 9.15
	Word 1
	Basic computing

	Tues 10.15-12.30 5 weeks
	Genealogy on your Computer
	Some internet skills/ Mouse & keyboard

	Tues 1.00
	Basic computing
	Just enthusiasm 

	Tues 2.15
	Digital Photo Story
	File and folder management; keyboard skills

	Wed 9.00
	PowerPoint 5 weeks $20
	File and folder management; Word processing

	Wed 10.15
	Digital Photo Story
	File and folder management

	Wed 11.30
	Windows XP popular functions
	Basic computing

	Wed 1.00 pm
	Short courses – see separate list
	For students with some experience

	Thurs 9.00 am
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm – no experience required

	Thurs 10.15 am
	No course scheduled
	Mouse & keyboard/ File & folder management

	Thurs 11.30 am
	Email (5 weeks)
	Mouse and keyboard skills

	Thurs 1.00 pm
	No course scheduled
	


Christmas Party
W

ere you one of the 40 + who attended our Christmas Party?  If so, I hope you enjoyed it as much as we did.

Chris Hetherington and her team put on a great spread, and our speaker Tom - a professional storyteller - told a great yarn about bringing a US army plane into land. 
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Thank you Chris, Margaret Green, Hazel Gibbs, Desley Rees, Judy Joyce and of course Tom Ware for putting on a great show.
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Thank you Berniece
M
any of you heard either at the Christmas party or by email that Berniece Brierley, our Word 1 and Works 8 trainer for the past three terms had a stroke in early December and was hospitalized for a week.  Berniece has been very unwell since, and has been disappointed at her slow rate of recovery.
We are very sorry to hear this.  Berniece is having to take it one day at a time at this point and didn’t have a Christmas or New Year at all, she said.  She is hoping she can come to our birthday party and so do we!  Fortunately she has some great friends at her retirement village, as well as family in Sydney. 
Here’s wishing you well, Berniece.
Thank you for your great contribution to our club over the past 12 months.

Berniece brought with her not only her many years experience as a TAFE teacher, but also her knowledge of seniors computer clubs, since she was a trainer at the Moocooboola Computer Club for Seniors at Gladesville/ Hunters Hill for a number of years.

The photo shows Berniece with Judy Joyce and Nick Hodge from Microsoft, the day ABC TV arrived to film us.

Dates for your diary
Monthly meetings

Meeting dates for January to June have been confirmed.  All meetings commence at 9.30 am and conclude between 11.30 and 12 noon.  Each is on the 3rd Friday, except for March where it clashes with Good Friday.
So the dates are:

· January 18

· February 15

· March 14

· April 18

· May 16

· June 20.
For your diary NOW!
Looking for Trainers and buddies

D

o you know someone – a neighbour, friend, partner – who might be interested in helping us with training?  At this stage, we are looking for someone – willing to join the club – who could give us one or two hours per week for either one full term or 5 weeks, depending on the course.

If the person is a member of another ASCCA computer club, the joining fee is waived.  The annual fee must be paid.
Trainers are supported by the management committee, can join classes where there are vacancies (after classes settle down) and can ask for any club manual or ASCCA manual, as an incentive to train.

We are particularly interested in finding someone available on Thursdays.

Please contact president John Moxon on 0412 539 110 or president@parramattacps.org.au 

Other management committee

Peter Grove (Vice-president); Margaret Tucker (Secretary); Jan Gathercole (Treasurer); Rachel Young (assist. Sec) and Martin Young.

Club Website
U

nder construction at www.parramattacps.org.au 
The website has been updated today, and will include links to many useful web resources, as well as back copies of our newsletters.
Email us at info@parramattacps.org.au to give us your feedback.  We will not be officially launching the website until we are happy that it functions well and all the links work.

Till next time.  Margaret
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to all members and friends of


Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors





Now that Christmas is over, the decorations are packed away for another year and you’ve waved off your interstate and country relations, it’s time to think about making the most of those Christmas and New Year photos and that new computer you couldn’t resist, or were talked into by the son-in-law!
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