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Member newsletter No: 4, March 30 2007
New term to commence April 24-26
The club will this week complete its first term of classes, with 24 people participating in three Basic Computing classes and one Word 1 class.
In term 2, we are expanding to two days – Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Once again, all classes will be held on Level 2 of the Council Chambers Building.

We are very pleased with the support we are receiving from our members both with class attendance and participation in our members meetings.  This has been a considerable help when negotiating with Council, since it is most evident that there is a great demand for a computer club in Parramatta.  We now have 80 members, and have gained a great deal of credibility with Council and other community organizations already.
A slight change to our management committee
Doreen Lawless has reluctantly submitted her resignation from the management committee due to extensive family commitments and caring responsibilities.  We will keep her informed of our doings because she was so much looking forward to being actively engaged.
Rachel Young – who has been very busy every Tuesday helping us with bookings – has accepted an invitation to join the Committee.
We can still accept one or two more members on our committee, and other volunteers are needed as well.

The Committee has met twice since our last members meeting on February 23, and has made a range of decisions, within our budget capacity to place the club on a solid foundation.
Networking, Internet and Website
Dominic has purchased network cabling, a router and a wireless modem, in preparation for networking the training computers. (Cost: $440)
We will contract Unwired as our Internet Service Provider for a mid-range broadband plan - $49.95 per month.  This will need to be monitored carefully so we can check our demand.

We are about to obtain our own domain name and web-hosting service.  At the moment our website is “hanging off” ASCCA’s website, but we now need our own identity.
Equipment
The Committee will be submitting applications to Parramatta City Council through two community grants programs, particularly for upgraded hardware and furniture – ergonomic computer chairs are a priority, together with a laser printer and other peripherals, such as a data projector and screen.  At the moment, we are using a data projector belonging to members.
The applications must be submitted in April and May but we will not know the outcomes until July and August.
In the meantime, we have installed a second hand scanner and inkjet printer in the training room, but the capability of the latter is extremely limited.  We are lucky that Dominic is so good at getting old equipment to work!
ASCCA’s residential workshop

Each year, ASCCA holds a residential workshop – basically for club members who want to stretch their computer skills to new areas not always covered in their local clubs.  This year, the workshop will be held at Newcastle’s Bimet Lodge on Monday-Tuesday May 7-8.  Why don’t you join us there?  Registration forms and further information are available at the member’s meeting or the club training rooms if you haven’t already seen the email attachment.
Incorporation

The Management Committee has agreed that we are ready to incorporate as an association in our own right.  We have drafted a set of rules, consistent with the requirements of the NSW Associations Incorporations Act, and will secure our name “Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors Inc”.
The Act requires us to hold our first AGM within 18 months of incorporation.

We will also be taking out public liability insurance to cover our members.
Next member meeting

Our next members meeting will be held on Monday April 23 between 9.30 am and 12.00 pm in the Parramatta Heritage Centre.
We will focus on email and internet at this meeting, and user test our new website on our members.
How do you join the club?

Fill out a blue application form and pay $20.  This is a one off fee for new members.
Course fees are $40 for a 10 week course, payable in advance.  We will charge lesser fees for short courses.
After July 1, all members will pay a $20 annual subscription – basically to cover our ongoing insurance and legal costs. This is being waved this financial year.
Discounts through Harris Technology
Harris Technology, the large computer store in George Street – opposite Office Works – is offering our members discounts on software and hardware products.  We have been told the discount will vary depending on the product, but will be between 10-40%.
We are most grateful to..

· Members for circulating our brochures, ensuring a continuing sourced of enquirers about club membership
· Parramatta Council staff for assistance with security, opening up and helping us with room bookings and room hire.
Take the Teacher Home CDs
The Club has some copies of Take the Teacher Home available for purchase for $39.60.  See Rachel or Martin to buy your own copy, for almost half the RRP (club members only).  These are ideal for beginners practicing skills at home, and increasing confidence.

There is more information about the CDs in the ASCCA Newsbreak, available at the members meeting.
Our current website 
www.seniorcomputing.org/Parramatta 
Contact Secretary on  mob 0434 619 922, 9639 9110  or � HYPERLINK "mailto:margarettucker@optusnet.com.au" ��margarettucker@optusnet.com.au� 
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