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President’s message 

ell, it’s almost Spring – time to 

forget all those tired old 

excuses about it being too cold to 

venture out and to enrol in that 

Computer Course you “always wanted 

to do but haven’t got around to yet”. 

 

There are still just a few vacancies in 

some courses starting next week – so, 

come along to our Members’ Meeting 

on Friday and book in. 

This Members’ Meeting will be a bit 

different as we have departed from our 

usual policy of having only guest 

speakers who talk about computing. 

This month (August) our guest is 

Allyson Young who will tell us about all 

the marvellous gadgets you can buy to 

assist you if you have poor hearing. 

Now is also the time to put your entries 

into the ASCCA competitions – see 

page 3 for details – but note that 

photos must be given to Michael 

Myers on Friday 20th to give him time 

to prepare the CD and get it to 

ASCCA. 

And registrations are filling fast for the 

ASCCA conference which is to be held 

on 8-9 September. See Page 3. 

Peter Grove has had a bad time of it 

recently – he is in Norwest Private 

Hospital with a bad infection in his hip.  

We all wish him a speedy recovery 

(although that looks unlikely) and a 

quick return to Computer Pals. 

On Fathers’ Day – 5th September – we 

will be having a stall at the Harris Park 

Community Fun Day in James Ruse 

Reserve, Harris Park.  We need 

volunteers to set up and staff the stall 

from 10.00am to 1.00pm, or part 

thereof.  Margaret Tucker is the 

contact on 9636 7752. 

Your trainers and buddies will be 

meeting soon to plan next term’s 

courses – so, if you have a preference 

for a particular course, let us know so 

we can consider your request. 

All the best. 

John Moxon 

President 

Johnmoxon1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

W 

Next pages   

Courses (page 2); Our people in 

sickness and health (page 2); ASCCA 

events (3); Cartoon (3); Tips and 

Tricks (4); Beyond the Basics courses 

(5); Sponsors (6); Events (6); 

Contacts (6). 

A Managing Digital Photography Class 

with Jon Bayley 

mailto:Johnmoxon1@gmail.com
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The following courses have one or more vacancies: 

Day/ Time Dates Course Hours Cost 

Mondays 
10.15am-12.30pm 

Aug 23,30;  
Sept 6,13,20 

Beginners 2 in Windows XP 10 $40 

Mondays 1.00 – 
3.15pm (5wks) 

Aug 23,30;  
Sept 6,13,20 

Digital Photo Stories 10  $40 

Tuesday 10.00-
12.15am (5 wks) 

Aug 24,31;  
Sept 7,14,21 

Cards, Calendars & 

Stationery in Word 2007 

10  $40  

Wednesdays 
10.00am - 
12.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 25;  Sept 1, 15,22;  
Friday Sept 3 

Beginners 2 in Windows 7 10 $40 

Wednesdays 1.00-
3.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 25;  Sept 1, 15,22;  
Friday Sept 3 

Beginners 2 in Windows 

Vista 

10 $40 

Thursdays 9.30-
11.45am (5 wks) 

Aug 26; Sept 2,16,23; 
Friday Sept 10 

Managing Your Digital 

Photos (photo editing) 

10 $40 

Thursdays 1.00-
3.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 26; Sept 2,16,23; 
Friday Sept 10 

Beginners 1 in Windows 7 10 $40 

Our Pete in long hospital stay 

The very day 

we 

commenced 

Term 3, 

trainer Peter 

Grove was 

admitted 

suddenly to Norwest Private Hospital 

with a serious infection.  Since mid 

July he has endured three operations 

to clear the infection from his hip and it 

seems that his stay will be extended 

for a few weeks.  Further treatment is 

yet to be decided. 

As you can imagine, Peter is quite 

worried, in much discomfort and 

frustrated with his long hospital stay. 

Luckily Deborah set him up with 

broadband.  He’d appreciate hearing 

from members either by phone – his 

direct line is 8882 8929 - or email, the 

address is petergrove7@gmail.com  

Meanwhile, as well as hospital visiting, 

Deborah is running Pete’s Internet and 

Email class as well as her own 

courses, currently Genealogy and 

PowerPoint. 

Thank you Deborah. 

Other trainers have had their 

distractions too.  Both Jon Bayley and 

Hazel Labka have become 

grandparents yet again – Hazel’s 

Claudine and Jon’s Joanne both had 

baby boys within the last month or so.  

Congratulations to you both. 

Wedding bells 

Former Treasurer Jan 

Gathercole will be 

marrying our former 

auditor Ken Preston in 

–wait for it – Gretna 

Green in Scotland at 11.30am on 1st 

September.  They leave for a six week 

trip on 22nd August. 

We wish you the very best for the 

future Jan and Ken.  Jan’s former work 

colleague Ken has been living in 

Tasmania, but they are setting up 

house in Parramatta so we won’t lose 

Jan.  What a relief! 

Pete at the 

Leagues Club 

mailto:petergrove7@gmail.com
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Club competitions 

As proud ParraPals members, a little 

healthy competition between us and 

other seniors’ computer clubs isn’t a 

bad idea.  Our peak organisation, the 

Australian Seniors Computer Clubs is 

currently seeking entries for its annual 

competitions. 

We will be entering our club newsletter 

and club website this year for the first 

time. 

But there are also three competitions 

for individual members to enter: 

 Creative Writing 

 Digital Photography 

 Digital Photo Stories. 

The competition guidelines were 

circulated to all members with an email 

address on 11th August.  The 

guidelines are also available at the 

club. 

As John said, Michael Myers is co-

ordinating the Digital Photography 

entries.  The entries must be delivered 

to him mjmyers1@optusnet.com.au by 

23rd August or preferably at the Friday 

members’ meeting. 

Other entries must reach ASCCA by 

30th August at 4pm. 

Do give it a go.  We win club points for 

each photo entered. 

ASCCA conference 

Last year, 14 of us registered for the 

annual ASCCA conference.  I was 

unlucky enough to miss the second 

day, but I’m told it was even better 

than the first day. 

This year, ASCCA’s 12th conference 

includes a wide variety of speakers 

and presentations.  Google’s Raul 

Vera, a hugely popular speaker last 

year returns, and this year you can 

learn all about the Australian Men’ s 

Shed Association. 

 

 

High profile family historian Cora Num 

will lead a seminar; an ABC 

representative will talk about the ABC 

and Social Media; and there are many 

other interesting speakers – too many 

to mention. 

Check out the program on ASCCA’s 

new website at www.ascca.org.au and 

register NOW.  Registration forms are 

available at the club if you prefer snail 

mail. 

Now don’t take us too 

seriously…. 

 

 

 

The photo above shows some of our 

members at last year’s conference. 

mailto:mjmyers1@optusnet.com.au
http://www.ascca.org.au/
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Computer Tips and Tricks 

Safely Remove Hardware 

If you work a lot with different USB 

devices, you probably use the "safely 

remove hardware" icon quite a bit. Am 

I right? See, even though USB devices 

are labelled as ñPlug & Playòðthat is, 

they're ready to go upon being 

plugged inðyou shouldn't just unplug 

them. A USB port has current running 

through it, so the power jolt caused by 

unplugging a "hot" connection can 

corrupt data on a storage device, 

camera, or mp3 player. 

In other words, don't just yank your 

USB device out, use the Safely 

Remove Hardware icon, Instead. It 

shows up down near the clock on your 

task bar. 

In Windows Vista and 7  it looks like 

this:

 

So, next time you're ready to remove 

your USB device from your system, 

just click the icon and select to ñEjectò 

the device. Here's an 

example:

 

Windows will let you know when it's 

safe to proceed. 

 

It only takes a second and could save 

potential headaches later!  

From www.worldstart.com with permission. 

Monthly meeting presentations 

in August, September and 

October 

This coming Friday (20th August) we 

will be hearing from Allyson Young of 

Printacall about the various technology 

you can use if you are hard of hearing. 

Check Printacall at 

http://www.printacall.com.au/docs/inde

x.php 

In September, Deborah Martin will talk 

about Internet travel sites. 

In October – our Annual General 

Meeting – we have booked Paul 

Wallbank, a regular presenter on ABC 

radio.  Paul’s company is PC Rescue.  

Check it out at 

http://www.pcrescue.com.au/ 

Suggestions for November anyone? 

And then we have our Christmas 

party… Doesn’t the year go fast!  This 

year’s party will be held in the Dan 

Mahoney room on Level 2 on Friday 

17th December between 12.00-

2.00pm. 

http://www.worldstart.com/
http://www.printacall.com.au/docs/index.php
http://www.printacall.com.au/docs/index.php
http://www.pcrescue.com.au/
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What course should I do if I’ve 

upgraded my PC or laptop? 

With laptops becoming much more 

affordable, many of our members have 

taken the plunge but have discovered 

that their operating system is different, 

being either Vista or Windows 7. 

The club introduced the Windows 7 

operating system to our training PCs in 

July and we are very pleased with the 

smooth implementation. 

Not all our software is on all platforms 

due to Microsoft licensing 

requirements, but that should not be a 

problem for students.  Much of our free 

software – such as Picasa - has been 

uploaded to each operating system 

platform thanks to our IT Team – Jon 

Bayley and John Moxon, with the 

assistance of Deborah Martin and 

Michael Myers. 

If you are a member who has 

upgraded to Vista or Windows 7 and 

have some computing experience, 

we’d suggest you undertake one of our 

Beyond the Basics courses.  Here is 

the syllabus for each 5 week course.  

See the timetable on Page 2 for 

course times. 

Windows 7: Beyond the Basics 

This 10 hour course covers: 
 New features of Windows 7  

 Organising your files in folders 
and using USB 
flash drives 

 Accessibility 
options 

 Exploring the internet 

 Sending and receiving emails 
using Windows Live Mail 

 Protecting your security and 
privacy 

 Playing music and displaying 
photos  

Windows Vista: Beyond the 
Basics 

This 10 hour course 

covers:  

 Playing music using Windows 
Media Player 

 Organising your files using 
Folders 

 Setting up new user accounts 

 Short cuts for copying and 
moving text 

 Using USB flash drives 

 Exploring the Internet 

 Sending and receiving emails 

 Creating documents 

 Protecting your security and 
privacy 

Still happy with your 

XP system? 

Do you worry that you are 

doing one of our “advanced” courses 

such as Digital Photography or 

CreataCard, but still lack confidence 

with organising your files into folders? 

Try this: 

Windows XP: Beyond the basics 

This 10 hour course covers the 

following: 

 Playing music using Windows 
Media Player 

 Organising your files using 
Folders 

 Setting up new user accounts 

 Short cuts for copying and 
moving text 

 Using USB flash drives 

 Exploring the Internet 

 Sending and receiving emails 

 Creating documents 

 Protecting your security and 
privacy 
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Our sponsors 

DCA Computers  at Castle Hill is 
located in the Castle Hill Industrial 

Estate on Victoria Avenue, and 
specialises in building computers.  It 

also stocks a wide range of computer 
accessories and offers a service of 
ñhelp by phoneò. 

 
Contact DCA Computers at 
Unit 4/8 Victoria Avenue 

Castle Hill   NSW   2154 
Phone: 9634 2555 
sales@dcacomputers.com.au 

www.dcacomputers.com.au  
 
Meanwhile, members continue to 

report good feedback about Robert 
Delvecchioôs InHome Media  which 
they have used satisfactorily to fix 

computer problems in their own home. 
 

Robert recently networked our three 
computers and reconnected our sound 
system. 
 

Phone Robert on 1300 658847 or  

0425 202 655. 

Useful websites 

http://www.parramattacps.org.au/links.

html#Parramatta 

Do you know about the links we have 

on our own website?  You can easily 
find a ferry or a local community 
service though the links page.  There 

are also sections for Genealogy; 
Computers and Seniors. 

Dates for Your Diary 

Term dates 

 Term 3 ï commenced Monday 19th 

July to Thursday 24th  September 
2010 

Monthly meetings  

 Friday 20th August, 9.30am 

 Friday 17th September, 9.30am 
 Friday 15th October, 9.30am (AGM) 

 Friday 19th November, 9.30am 

 
Christmas Party  

 Friday 17th December, 12.00-

2.00pm in the Dan Mahoney 
room, Level 2 

ASCCA events 

ASCCAôs events in Sydney CBD: 

 Wed-Thur 8-9 September: ASCCA 
Conference at the PowerHouse 

Museum. 
 Closing date for Photo, Photo Story 

and Writing competitions is Mon 30th  
August 2010 at 4.00pm. 

Our website, blog & Facebook 

www.parramattacps.org.au 
http://parrapals.blogspot.com  

Facebook : Parramatta Computer Pals 
for Seniors (www.facebook.com ) 
Email: 

secretary@parramattacps.org.au  

Till next time.  Margaret 

mailto:sales@dcacomputers.com.au
http://www.dcacomputers.com.au/
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/links.html#Parramatta
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/links.html#Parramatta
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/
http://parrapals.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:secretary@parramattacps.org.au

