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President’s message 

erm 1 is almost half over – 

goodness doesn’t time fly? 

As some of you may know, on 

Australia Day I was proclaimed 

“Parramatta’s Senior Citizen of the 

Year” for my work in helping to 

establish Parramatta Computer Pals.  

This is a great 

honour and I am 

very proud. 

But I must say, no 

matter how much 

effort I may have 

put in to the club, 

without my wife 

Margaret in 

particular, and the 

many others who have also worked 

tirelessly, it would have all come to 

nought. 

So I wear my badge with pride, but I 

wear it on behalf of ALL those who 

have contributed so selflessly to 

making our club the outstanding 

success it is. 

And I dips me lid to all of you. 

At this month’s members’ meeting, we 

will hear from Yan Zhang, Information 

Access Librarian at Parramatta Library 

about the digital services available 

from the Library.  So, please come 

along, renew friendships, ask 

questions about your computing, and 

have a good old natter and a cuppa. 

The committee has resolved to buy 

some new chairs for the office area – 

hopefully more comfortable than the 

ones we currently use. 

The committee has also resolved to 

offer a series of 

“refresher” 

courses in some 

of our more 

popular topics.  

Many people 

express a desire 

to “do a course 

again”, but maybe 

all that is needed 

is the main points 

being gone over, or questions being 

answered about difficulties.  And 

sometimes programs have been 

improved with new features (such as 

has happened with Picasa) and 

graduates would benefit from a short 

course to cover these.  You’ll see a list 

of proposed refresher courses later in 

this newsletter.  Subject to demand, 

we will run others as well. 

Hopefully, I’ll see you all at the 
members’ meeting. 
 
Regards 
 

John Moxon 
President 
johnmoxon@optusnet.com.au  

T 
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Course vacancies 

here are vacancies in courses 

commencing in Week 6 at the 

end of February or early March on 

Monday, Tuesday or Thursday.  

Wednesday classes are full. So get in 

early for vacancies in a short course 

on Email Refresher, Skype, or longer 

courses in PowerPoint, Word 2003, 

Vista 1 or 2. Ring the office on 9896 

5030 Monday to Thursday during the 

day, and pay by cheque or at Friday’s 

members’ meeting. 

Term 2 courses 

rainers and buddies are meeting 

on Friday 26th February to plan 

the course timetable for next term.  

The waiting list will inform these 

decisions, so if you are keen to do a 

particular course, make sure you 

register your interest at Club reception. 

As well as many of our 10 hour 

courses, interest has been expressed 

by students in short refresher courses 

in: 

V CreataCard 

V New features in Picasa 3.6 

V Using the keyboard 

V Using the mouse 

V Files and folders 

V New features in MS Photo Story 

A Facebook page for the club? 

ho is a member of Facebook?  I 
am, and Iôm friends with about 

12 members of ParraPals, some of 
whom are more active participants 
than others.  I find Facebook a great 
way to keep in touch with old school 
chums, workmates, friends and 
relations overseas; and to find out 
what the grandkids are REALLY like ï 

engaging in fact, alt hough with three 
14 year olds, Iôd be hard pressed to 
have a telephone conversation with 
them.  Itôs usually a one sided 
conversation. 

 Itôs great to see the photos they take 
with their mobile phones too.  Despite 
what they tell us, they have some real 
fun at school and in their after school 

activities. 

Of course, 
Facebook can 
be irritating if 

you constantly receive inane messages 
from your ñfriendsò. However, this can 
be managed by hiding friends or their 
messages inviting you to join in 
particular games or quizzes.  And you 
donôt have to accept requests to be 
friends if you donôt want to. 

Check it out at www.facebook.com  

Facebook  can also be a great 
marketing tool for organisations .  
Many find it is yet another way of 
publicising their organisations and 
keeping in touch with members. 
Darwin Seniors Computer Club has a 
page, and ASCCA will be launching one 
soon. 

So should we set up a page for 
Parramatta Computer Pals?  Let us 
know what you think.  

Digital 

Photography 

SIG 

At our January 
membersô 

meeting, Michael Myers agreed to take 
over the role of co-ordinator of this 
special interest group.  Michaelôs email 
address is michaelm2117@gmail.com 
if you are interested in joinin g. 

The next meeting will be held after the 
February monthly membersô meeting 
at 12.30pm.  This will give you time to 

T 
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have some lunch before the group 
meets. 

Michael has suggested you bring along 
about three Christmas festival or 
holiday snaps for the Show and Tell on 
a memory stick.  The group will 
discuss topics for future meetings. 

ParraPals blog 

Have you looked at our blog lately?  It 

is at http://parrapals.blogspot.com and 

is built with Google blogger, which we 

show you how to use in our Google 

Tools course.  This course is proving 

to be very popular and is a great 

companion course to Internet/Email 

and to Web design. 

If you have looked at it, please 

consider commenting and/or becoming 

a follower.  The instructions are quite 

easy.  We currently have nine 

followers but I know we can do better 

than that. 

Leagues Club lunch 

About thirty members enjoyed lunch at 
the Parramatta Leagues Clubôs Caf® 88 
during the January break.   

 

 

Our sponsors 

Members continue to report good 
feedback about Robert Delvecchioôs 
InHome Media  which they have used 
satisfactorily to fix computer problems 
in their own home.  

Phone Robert on 1300 658847 or                   
0425 202 655. 

DCA Computers  at Castle Hill is 
located in the Castle Hill Industrial 
Estate on Victoria Avenue, and 
specialises in building computers.  It 
also stocks a wide range of computer 
accessories and offers a service of 
ñhelp by phoneò. 

Contact DCA Computers at 

Unit 4/8 Victoria Avenue 

Castle Hill   NSW   2154 

Phone: 9634 2555 

sales@dcacomputers.com.au 

www.dcacomputers.com.au  

http://parrapals.blogspot.com/
mailto:sales@dcacomputers.com.au
http://www.dcacomputers.com.au/
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Tips and tricks 

Mouse and keyboard 

Many of our members still struggle 
with using one or other  of these.  If 
this is you, try using these online 
exercises, both of which can be found 
on the club Links  page on our website 
at www.parramattacps.org.au  

The direct link for the Mouse exercises 
is at 
http://www.seniornet.org/howto/mous
eexercises/mousepractice.html , whilst 
the Keyboard exercises can be found 
at 
http://www.t ypeonline.co.uk/lesson1.h
tml .  NOTE that there are no gaps in 
these web addresses, if you want to 
type them in yourself.  It is probably 
safer to go to the Parramatta website 
listed in the first paragraph and follow 
the links. 

Or copy and paste the links from this 
page (if viewing on your computer) 
directly into 
your 
browser. 

 

Displaying your recent 
documents folder in Windows XP 

To display your recent documents 
folder in  Windows XP follow these 
steps: 

¶ Right click on the Start  button and 
select Propertie s, or if the Start 
menu is already up, simply right 
click on any blank area and select 
Properties . Either way is fine!  

¶ From the Properties  menu, select 
the Start  Menu  tab at the top 
and then select Customize . Click 
the Advanced  button . 

¶ Under Recent  Documen ts , check 
the ñList my most recently 
opened documents ò check box, 

then click OK until you exit the 
window. The next time you open 
the Start  Menu , My Recent 
Documents  should be displayed!! 

Dates for Your Diary 

Term dates 

¶ Term 1 ï Wednesday 27th Jan to 
Thursday 1st  April 2010 

¶ Term 2 ï commences Monday 19th 
April to Thursday 1 July 2010 

¶ Easter 2010 Good Friday 2 April 
2010. 

Monthly meetings  

¶ Friday 19th February, 9.30 am 
¶ Friday 19th March, 9.30 am 
¶ Friday 16th April, 9.30 am 

Leagues club lunch 

¶ Monday 12th April, 12.00pm 

Seniors Week 2010 – 21-28 March 

ASCCAôs seminars in Sydney CBD: 

¶ Tues 23 ï Computers are Fun! 
¶ Wed 24 ï Green IT 
¶ Fri 26 ï Social Networking 

National Fraud Week 2010 

¶ 1-7 March 
www.scamwatch.gov.au  

Our website and blog 

www.parramattacps.org.au 

http://parrapals.blogspot.com   

Till next time.  Margaret 

http://www.parramattacps.org.au/
http://www.seniornet.org/howto/mouseexercises/mousepractice.html
http://www.seniornet.org/howto/mouseexercises/mousepractice.html
http://www.typeonline.co.uk/lesson1.html
http://www.typeonline.co.uk/lesson1.html
http://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/
http://parrapals.blogspot.com/

