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President 6s
W ell, here we are in a brand new
year with almost the whole of it
ahead of us, unused, so to speak.

| trust your 2012 rewards you with all

the good things you could possibly

hope for — and maybe a few more as

well. And, of course,let ° s hope t
are no setbacks in store for you or

your loved ones.

The future looks bright for ParraPals.
We have an ever growing membership
and more and more people offering to
assist with the running of our club.

If you too would like to volunteer your
time to help the club, please contact
any committee member. We have
jobs requiring all sorts of skills: office
work, teaching, being a buddy to the
teacher, catering, and fetching and
carrying.

We are always open to ideas of
courses to offer, but we do restrict our
topics to courses either related to
computers or that can be done more
easily on a computer.

In this case, computers includes PCs,
lap tops, iMacs, MacBooks, Tablet
computers (Apple, Android or
Microsoft). We could maybe add
Smart Phones to that list.

But, of course, we need to be sure
there is a genuine and sufficient level
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of interest before we invest the time
and effort into developing any new
boarseanaterial.

The Christmas party was such a huge
success (thanks to Marg Green and
her many helpers) that we have
decided to try to book the Town Hall
for
let you know the date as soon as we
have made a booking.
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Margie G and her Christmas helpers
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Our 5™ birthday is to be celebrated
this coming Friday (20" January) and |
hope you can all make it. It promises
to be a fun meeting with lots of yummy
food.

Regards

John Moxon
Johnmoxonl@gmail.com
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Term 1 courses

Day/ Time Dates Course Hours | Cost
Mondays 9.30 - | Jan 30; Feb Beginners XP 10 $40
11.45am 6,13,20,27
Mondays 1.15 - | Jan 30; 20 Tablets i iPad (i0OS) and 4 $20
3.30pm Android
Tuesdays 9.30 | Jan 31; Feb Beginners Window 7 10 $40
-11.45am 7,14,21,28
Tuesdays 1.15 | Jan 31; Feb Beyond the Basics in Windows | 10 $40
—3.30pm 7,14,21,28 7
Wednesdays Feb 8 Moneysmart for seniors and 2 $10
9.30-11.45am other websites
Feb 15 Best websites for o/s travel 2 $10
Feb 22 Best websites for seniors info | 2 $10
Feb 29 Best websites for computer 2 $10
terminology
Wednesdays Feb Email and Internet Beyond the | 10 $40
1.15- 3.30pm 1,8,15,22,29 basics
Thursdays 9.30 | Feb 2,9,16,23; | Apple MAC 10 $40
- 11.45am Mar 1
Thursdays 1.15 | Feb 2,9,16,23; | Beyond the Basics XP 10 $40
- 3.30pm Mar 1
Fridays 9.30 - Feb 3 ONLY Genealogy: using Family Tree 2 $10
11.45am Maker
Feb 10 ONLY Facebook Beyond the Basics 2 $10
Feb 24 ONLY Laptop Familiarisation 2 $10
Mar 2 ONLY Skype 2 $10
Fridays 1.15 - | Feb 3 ONLY Genealogy: using Ancestry 2 $10
3.30pm :
Feb 10 ONLY eBay 1 Buying 2 $10
Feb 24 & Apple Mac Special Interest N/A
Mar 23 Group
Mar 2 eBay i Selling 2 $10
Mondays 9.30 - | Mar 5,12,19,26; | Beyond the Basics i Win 7 10 $40
11.45am Apr 2
Mondays 1.15 - | Mar 5,12,19,26; | Beginners i Win 7 10 $40
3.30pm Apr 2
Tuesdays 9.30 | Mar 6,13,20,27; | CreataCard 10 $40
-11.45am Apr 3
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Day/ Time Dates Course Hours | Cost
Tues 1.15 — March 6 ONLY | Best websites for health 2 $10
3.30pm
Tuesdays 1.15 | Mar 13,20,27; PhotoBooks 8 $30
—3.30pm Apr 3
Wednesdays Mar 7.14.21.28; | Time slot flexible (Deborah TBA TBA
9.30 - 11.45am | April 4 Martin will run course/ courses)
Wednesdays Mar 7.14.21.28; | Digital Photo Stories 10 $40
1.15-3.30pm | April 4
Thursdays 9.30 | Mar 8,15,22,29 | Managing Digital Photos 10 $40
- 11.45am April 5
Thursdays 1.15 | Mar 8,15,22,29 | Beginners XP 10 $40
- 3.30pm April 5
Fridays 9.30- March 9 ONLY | Genealogy: English ancestors | 2 $10
11.45am
March 23 Facebook for people attending | 2 N/A
ONLY seminar on the previous day.

Book now at reception 9806 5030
(club hours only), Michael on 9801
1686 (h) or 0437 132 005. There is no
answering machine at the office.
Members will be available to take
payments most mornings, including
our OPEN DAY on Tuesday 17th, for
the rest of January whilst rostered for
our working bee. Ring first if unsure.

Later starting times for pm

classes

You may have noticed that we are
starting the afternoon classes at
1.15pm this term. This is to fit in one-
to-one introductory lessons for new
members between 12-1pm, So we can
slot them into appropriate classes. We
have found that enquirers often under-
estimate their skills or just as often
over-estimate them!

Additionally, some members may
require a one-on-one session in just
one aspect of a course — something
they have difficulty with and is holding
them up.
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Christmas party

s our president reported our

Christmas party grows in number

every year, and this year we
outgrew the Dan Mahoney Room.

T oo

Hard at work with the trivia quiz

Every year we try to do something
different, and this time, Lyndell Neal
organised a Christmas trivia quiz
which set everyone abuzz.

And there were plenty of prizes,
mainly donated by Jan Brandon who
seems to have a special Skype
account with Santa.

Thank you, Jan.
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The six foot wide tie John is seen
wearing, above, is a present from
Lyndell, pictured with Judy Joyce and
Bev Pieremont.

New members

W elcome to our lone new member
joining in December:

1 Joseph Tawamacala.

Seniors Week success
ZSeniors | 1,ive

18-25 March 2012

www.nswseniorsweek.com.au

ParraPals has been successful in its
application to the NSW government to
run a seminar on Project Eyewatch,
the NSW Police initiative. Before
submitting, we gained the full support
of Chief Inspector Josh Maxwell who
co-ordinates the Project state wide,
and the support of Parramatta Local
Area Command.

Details of the seminar, to be held at
NSW Police Headquarters here in
Parramatta are yet to be worked out,
but we hope you will support it. We
are aiming for 100 people — free of
course — on 22" March at 10.00am.

The following day, 12 participants at
the seminar will be eligible for a free
two hour course on Facebook in our
club rooms.

About our courses

Featuring: Ten Best Websites
for..

Each of these two-hour short courses
introduces ten websites on topics that
include health, money, seniors,
overseas travel and computer
technology. Your trainer will give you a
guided tour of each website before
giving you time to explore on your
own.

You will find a full description of all our
courses at
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/cours
es.html#descriptions.

New equipment

To complement our new iMac and

MacBook Pro, we bought a data
projector with the funds
remaining from the
Commonwealth

.
' Government’s
® Community Volunteers

Equipment Grant of $4927. We now
have three working data projectors.

Make use of our library

Do n forget we have a lending library
at the club. Any financial member is
welcome to borrow one of our many
books on computer topics. We have a
number of books in the Easy steps and
Dummies computer series.

The library is just one of the Club’s
initiatives to increase your computer
skills.

ParraChatta 1 our new title

We have been searching for a new
name for our newsletter for some time.
One of the criteria for judging the
ASCCA club’s newsletter competition
is the originality of the title. “ParraPals
Newsletter” was considered boring.
We have never done better than 2™
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prize for our newsletter, and we
seniors are as competitive as anyone,
don’t you know! We've been
searching for a “p” word for alliteration,
but couldn’t find a decent computer
term. ParraPals Plugged In, maybe.
Best | could do. Anyway, John came
up with ParraChatta, and we all like it.
What do you think?

Train the trainer course
Deborah Martin and John Moxon are
busy organising a Train the Trainer
course, hopefully for Monday
afternoons early in the term.

Alan Warnock and Florence llacqua
have confirmed their willingness to join
the trainers’ team, and we have some
buddies who will also undertake the
training.

Thank you, Alan and Florence.

Tips and tricks

Disable Windows 7 Startup
Sound

Let me put it to you this way: You
know you pressed the power button on
your computer, you know Windows is
starting up, but does that necessarily
mean you need an annoying sing-song
chime to indicate that your machine
has booted?

No, It doesn’t. So
make Windows 7 silent upon Startup!

Press Start, and in the Search Box
type mmsys.cpl.

J~ See more results

’ mmsys.cpl

Now press Enter.
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The sound dialog window should open
up. Click the Sounds tab.

At the
that <SPhayWindbws Startup
Sound” . -cbegk it, and pressOK.

bottom you’ Il

Playbadk | Recording | Sounds | Communications

A sound theme is a set of sounds applied to events in Windows
and programs. You can select an existing scheme or save one you
have modified.

Sound Scheme:
:Sonata v | | SaveAs.

To change sounds, click 3 program event in the following list and
then select a sound to apply. You can save the changes as a new
sound scheme,

Program Events:

[577 Windows
] Asterisk
Close Program
(| Critical Battery Alarm
(] Critical Stop
7] Default Beep

I ¥ | Play Windows Startup sound l

Now Windows will stop you disturbing
the rest of the household when it boots
up! If you want the sound back, just
follow these steps and re-check the
box!

With permission www.worldstart.com

Smart phones and tablets
Who treated themselves to a new
piece of technology over the Christmas

| eébtedk®d We'cElove tohedr powr t 0

experiences with it. Is it changing your
life for the better, creating good or bad
habits, an/or totally frustrating?

My iPad still feels like a toy, to be
never left at home. I'm always looking
for coffee shops with WiFi (I haven't
yet got a Sim card to turn on my 3G).

John and | no longer wrestle for the
Sydney Morning Herald. He reads the
paper version without it being pulled
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http://www.worldstart.com/

apart first, and | read the SMH App on
my iPad. | find it easier on the eyes, |
can enlarge the font and | don’t need

the bedside lamp on. | can even read
a book on the iPad in the dark, when |

cannot sleep or the plot is too gripping.

You can’t do that with a Kindle or a
paperback!

| caught my spouse looking at
Facebook on his smartphone at 3am
this week too. We must both be nuts.

Our sponsors

DCA Computers

Unit 4/8 Victoria Avenue
Castle Hill NSW 2154
Phone: 9634 2555
sales@dcacomputers.com.au
www.dcacomputers.com.au

Meanwhile, members continue to
report good feedback about Robert
DelVe ¢ ¢ hlnHpfesMedia which
they have used satisfactorily to fix

computer problems in their own home.

Phone Robert on 1300 658847 or
0425 202 655.

Useful websites
http://www.nswseniorsweek.com.au

Seniors Week 2012

Dates for Your Diary

Term dates
1 Term 12012 commences Monday

30™ January
§ Term 1 concludes 5" April.

Monthly meetings

1 Friday 20" January, 9.30am
9 Friday 17" February, 9.30am

Special Interest Groups

1 Genealogy: 17" February, after
members meeting

1 Apple MAC: Friday 24™ February
and 23" March, 1-3.15pm

1 Digital Photography: 16" March,
after members meeting.

Outings
1 Genealogy/Digital Photography
Field Trip: Cockatoo Island
(details to be confirmed) 30"
March

inhome\

MEDIA

Your home for
home technology...

e ————————c———
Home IT + Entertainmen ons

Local, Friendly and Prompt Service
for all Computer Pal Members

Looking for a new Computer or Laptop?
Need advice on what to buy?

We can help with
Home Networks / Wireless Networks,
Broadband Internet/Email setups

Computer and Laptop Repair Service Home Technology Service & Training

Computer running slow? Crashing? Confused by the Technology?

Errors popping up? Need help setting it up?

Worried about viruses and security?

LCD/Plasma TV

Home Theatre
Foxtel / Tivo

PS2/PS3/XBOX / Wii

Repair or upgrade your PC.
Get a performance boost from
your existing computer

Call Robert to arrange an inhome Service
that will relieve the stress and
bring back the smiles

w inhomemedia.com.au
e info@inhomemedia.com.au

ONSITE COMPUTER SERVICE

We come to you 6 Days a Week t 90374761
m 0425202655

Our website, blog & Facebook
www.parramattacps.org.au

http://parrapals.blogspot.com

Facebook group (Join) AND Facebook
page (Like): Parramatta Computer Pals
for Seniors (www.facebook.com )

Secretary: Deborah Martin
Email:
secretary@parramattacps.org.au

Email: info@parramattacps.org.au
Till next time. Your editor:

Margaret
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