Parramatta Computer Pals for Sentors Ine. gy,

Supported by Parramatta City Council g@» ”%m
PO Box 3102, Parramatta NSW 2124 (02) 9636 7752 (Secretary/Editor) £ ’\WA Z
9806 5030 at Computer Pals (no answering machine available at club) s §

ParraPals Newsletter Vol 4, No: 7, July 2010

;1
e CA MEN‘%

_ We were pleased to welcome Ms Julie
President’s mess adbgensMP toourclub sowe could

ol d weather coul dnpwh@rddrBrémisésand

lively members from attending demonstrate our new sound system
our June Member so Me gHrdntRdlv T6GD). The Solind system,
Lauren Oakey explain what E-Parra is our new Canon Camera, new data
all about. projector and new laptop were all

purchased with a grant from the
Commonwealth Government, and we
are very appreciative of the

A

Governmentds support.

That made it our best attended
meeting to date. How about we beat it
this month?

Lauren explained that Parramatta

Council wants to make Parramatta into

a fAsmart dechtagcéesstai t h
information via wireless broadband in
conjunction with the new National
Broadband Network.

One of the people driving this initiative
is Councillor Michael McDermott, our
guestspeaker for our Ju i

Meeting. So, make suTrheeryaouacrree pthh)etroes of Ms (

to hear Cnr McDermott tell us about on the clubsd bl og at
computing in Ireland T and you could http://parrapals.blogspot.com
take the opportunity to ask about E-
Parra as well. Ho p ef u ledygu all a duf lunsh
on Monday 12 July and at our
To plan and pursue possible features Member s6 Meeting on Fric
and services of E-Parra, a new
organi sation has beerﬁegﬁrgsrmed. I t 6s
call ed ParraConnect afldhﬁjMoJ(oﬁve been
invited to be a member. President

johnmoxonl@gmail.com

My aim is to make sure any plans
include the needs of seniors,
especially ongoing support for out club

and economically priced services. Next pages
. _ Courses (page 2); Windows 7 (3);
61 1 keepmedofprogeebsl i n1 gl trips (3); Cartoon (4); Tips and

Tricks (4); Sponsors (6); Events (6)
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More advanced courses (you should check for prerequisites)

Day/ Time Dates Course Hours | Cost
Mondays 10.15- July 19,26; Aug 2,9,16 Beginners 1in Windows XP | 10 Full
12.30 (5wks)
Mondays 10.15- Aug 23,30; Beginners 2 in Windows XP | 10 $40
12.30 (5wks) Sept 6,13,20
Weds 10.00- Jul 21,28; Aug 4,11,18 Beginners 2 in Windows 7 | 10 Full
12.15pm (5 wks)
Weds 1.00pm - Jul 21,28; Aug 4,11,18 Beginners 1in Windows XP | 10 $40
3.15pm (5 wks)
Weds 10.00 - Aug 25; Sept 1,15; Friday | Beginners 1 in Windows 7 10 $40
12.15pm (5 wks) Sept 3
Weds 1.00pm - Aug 25; Sept 1,15; Friday | Beginners 2 in Windows 10 $40
3.15pm (5 wks) Sept 3 Vista
Thursdays 1.00- Aug 26; Sept 2,16,23; Beginners 1in Windows 10 $40
3.15pm (5 wks) Friday Sept 10 Vista
Day/ Time Dates Course Hours | Cost
Mondays 9.00- July 19,26; Aug 2,9,16, Genealogy online 10 $40
10.0 am (10 wks) | 23,30; Sept 6,13,20
Mondays 1.00 7 July 19,26; Aug 2,9 PowerPoint 8 Full
3.15pm (4 wks)
Monday 1.00 1 August 16 ONLY Scanning 2 $10
3.15pm
Mondays 1.00 i Aug 23,30; Digital Photo Stories 10 $40
3.15pm (5wks) Sept 6,13,20
Tuesday 10.00- July 20,27; Aug 3,10,17 CreataCard 10 $40
12.15am (5 wks)
Tuesdays 1.00pm | July 20,27; Aug 3,10,17 Internet & Email 10 Full
- 3.15pm (5 wks)
Tuesday 10.00- Aug 24,31; Cards, Calendars & 10 $40
12.15am (5 wks) | Sept7,14,21 Stationery in Word 2007
Tuesdays 1.00pm | Aug 24,31; Word 2007 10 $40
- 3.15pm (5 wks) Sept 7,14,21
Thursday 9.30- July 22; 29; Aug 5,12,19 Managing Your Digital 10 $40
11.45am (5 wks) Photos (photo editing)
Thursday 1.00- July 22 ONLY Google documents 2 $10
3.15pm
Thursdays 1.00- July 29 ONLY Manage your Google 2 $10
3.15pm contacts
Thursday 9.30- Aug 26; Sept 2,16,23; Managing Your Digital 10 $40
11.45am (5 wks) Friday Sept 10 Photos (photo editing)
Friday 10.00 am- July 23 AND August 13 Train the trainer 10 Free
4.00pm
Friday 1.00- July 30 ONLY Buying & selling on eBay 2 $10
3.15pm
Friday 1.00- August 6 ONLY Skype 2 $10
3.15pm
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Choice of three operating

systems

A

s I write, our IT team (John Moxon
and Jon Bayley) have been busy
preparing the training PCs for the
introduction of the Windows 7
operating system. This will run
parallel to the current operating
systems (XP and Vista). We have
already noticed that there is far less
demand for Vista courses, with
members purchasing new PCs and
laptops with Windows 7 or upgrading
from Vista, which deserved or not,
never
The PCs will now default to Windows
XP rather than Vista, but you will have
a choice of not two, but three
operating systems to use.

We have engaged Robert Delvecchio
from InHome Media to supervise the
upgrade procedure, and we are
purchasing the hard drives and
Windows 7 through DCA Computers .
Meanwhile other trainers and some
buddies are busy on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays during the break
finalising the bookings and preparing
course manuals and orientation
packages.

Vivid Sydney

Some of us visited the Sydney CBD in
mid-June to take photos of the lights
during the Vivid Sydney festival.
There will be a Show and Tell at the
next Digital SIG in August. Here is the
Conservatorium of Music:
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ParraMac Luminosity Parade
Following our excursion to Vivid
Sydney in
mid June,
another
handful of
members
met for
dinner at the
Bite in
Church Street on Wednesday 30"
June and then joined the Lantern
Parade from Parramatta Town Hall to
Old Government House. The Parade

tpassed by & nuknleet of quil geadenld

buildings i the old Post Office,
Westpac and the former Rural Bank,
Brissington and finally to Old
Government House. The photos can
be seen on Google albums at
http://picasaweb.google.com.au/John
Moxonl/ParraMac2010#
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Now don’t take us ediighbasextrafeaturesthat may be

seriously... too advanced to be considered
necessary for use on a home
—— computer. These additional features

include; remote desktop server, an
encrypting file system, 2 CPUs, and
offline folders and files, just to name a
few.

Even though this system has been the
\ D most popular version for nearly a
“THE COMPLITER SAYS | NEED TO UPGRADE MY BRAIN decade, Microsoft has decided to do
TO BE COMPATIBLE WITH ITS NEW SOFTWARE." . .
away with it. The homepage for
Windows XP even has a link that

Computer Tips and Tricks connects consumers to a page listing
the top ten reasons to switch over their
When are they going to computers to Windows 7 including:

discontinue Windows XP?

Good question! Microsoft designed the
Windows XP operating system to work
in desktop and laptop computers, as
well as in media centres. It first made 1 Faster to Locate Files, Emails,
an appearance to the computer world or Other Programs

in August 2001 and became one of the
most popular versions of the Windows
operating system. Due to its extended

1 Quicker Access to Content

1 Easier to Manage

1 Can Share Information Among
Other Computers

life, people often wonder when they 1 Effortless Entertainment
are going to discontinue Windows XP.

Ever since Windows 7 came into 1 Create Movies that Can Be
existence, more and more consumers Shared

have started to make the switch to this

1 Connects Quickly to Wireless
new system.

. 1 Faster Response Time
Computer operating systems are

constantly being updated, which 1 Runs Most XP Programs
means there will always be something _
newer and better right around the 1 Offers Better Protection for PCs

corner. The most difficult part is getting
used to the new system while also
dealing with a few frustrations now and
then.

This does happen to be a fairly

impressive list of reasons to make the

switch. The chart that allows

consumers to compare the XP, Vista,

The 6XP6 in Windows pl7yegsionsgfyvindowsigagtually
6experienced and thi & tegd eds vd e & why the

has multiple editions, two of which are to lcontinue selling and seryicing
the home and professional editions. Windows XP. The latest Microsoft
The home version is, of course, for operating system for PCs that is
basic household use. The professional offered does everything that the
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previous editions are capable of, but Once support is discontinued for this
includes nearly twice as much edition, there wono6t be
capability. security updates coming through

‘making your system more vulnerable

Wi n dows XP users d 0N Qfmallkigu¥ \ﬂrusgscth%t%ér:‘n%asily
to Windows Search, which enables destroy a PC unless you have a free

programs and files to be located combination of Avira, Malwarebytes,

instantly and it takes more than a and SUPERANtiSpyware.

couple of clicks to open these features

once they are found. Navigation There is a service pack for Windows
through open windows is much slower XP that will buy users a bit more time
and sharing music, photos, and other with this operating system. Service
files with additional household PCs Pack 3 is available for consumers who
i sndt possible. 1t0ds jalsgo adiefnfoitc uletadtyo t o mak
manage external devices and organize over to Windows 7, but support for that
easily with the XP edition. In addition, will end April 8th, 2014.

connecting to wireless networks takes Corv Buford

some work, and the XP 47?1 on doesnot

have parental controls - which most From www.worldstart.com with permission.
parents find necessary today with the
plethora of information available on the

Internet Explorer shortcuts

Internet. F1 - Help.

F3 - Toggle on/off search panel.
Movies and games are a big part of F4 - Pull down address bar.
many peopleds | ives. F§iReftkshwsrenXpBge.
doesndt have the capa&b-Mbvefocustd addregsbary i d e
game graphics that are as vivid and F11 - Toggle on/off full-screen mode
realistic as the newest version is able Alt + (Left Arrow) - Go back on
to offer. Creating and sharing movies history (same as Backspace).
within minutes after they are made is Ctrl + A - Select All.
also impossible with Windows XP. Ctrl + C - Copy Selected.
Music collectors arerclit+Eadebréhpdng. st ream
their music around the house with the Ctrl + F - Find (on page).
XP operating system and, since Ctrl + 1 - Toggle Favourites panel.
travelling is also becoming more Ctrl + L - Open a File.
integrated with most jobs, portability is Ctrl + N - Open New browser window.
the new priority. Since many computer Ctrl + P - Print current page.
users store most of their data on their Ctrl + R - Refresh. Same as F5.
home desktop, taking this on trips is Esc - Stop (while page is loading).
near to impossible. Being able to Ctrl + D - Add the current page to
remotely tap into this information Favourites.
source from locations away from home Hold Ctrl + Scroll Wheel forward -
is possible with the newest operating Increase font size
system, but not with Windows XP. Hold Ctrl + Scroll Wheel backward -

: : , Decrease font size
Microsoft is ending support for

Windows XP with SP2 (Service Pack
2) due to take place on July 13, 2010.
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Our sponsors

DCA Computers at Castle Hill is
located in the Castle Hill Industrial
Estate on Victoria Avenue, and
specialises in building computers. It
also stocks a wide range of computer
accessories and offers a service of
Ahel p by phoneo.
Contact DCA Computers at

Unit 4/8 Victoria Avenue

Castle Hill NSW 2154

Phone: 9634 2555
sales@dcacomputers.com.au
www.dcacomputers.com.au

Meanwhile, members continue to
report good feedback about Robert
De | v e cloHomeoMedia which
they have used satisfactorily to fix
computer problems in their own home.

As part of our house move, Robert
recently networked our three
computers and reconnected our sound
system.

Your home for

home technology...

B e
Home IT + Entertainment Solutions

Local, Friendly and Prompt Service
for all Computer Pal Members

Looking for a new Computer or Laptop?
Need advice on what to buy?

We can help with
Home Networks / Wireless Networks,
Broadband Internet/Email setups

Computer and Laptop Repair Service Home Technology Service & Training

Computer running slow? Crashing? Confused by the Technology?

_ Errorspoppingup? Need help setting it up?
Worried about viruses and security?
i LCD/Plasma TV
Repair or upgrade your PC. Home Theatre

Get a performance boost from Foxtel / Tivo
your existing computer PS2/PS3 / XBOX / Wii

Call Robert to arrange an inhome Service
that will relieve the stress and
bring back the smiles

w inhomemedia.com.au
e info@inhomemedia.com.au

ONSITE COMPUTER SERVICE

We come to you 6 Days a Week t 90374761
m (0425202655

Phone Robert on 1300 658847 or
0425 202 655.

Useful websites
Stay Smart Online:
www.Sstaysmartonline.gov.au

Stay Smart Online provides all
Australian online users with
information on the simple steps you
can take to secure yourselves online.
This includes information and advice
on how to secure your computer and
your transactions online.

Dates for Your Diary

Term dates

1 Term 37 commences Monday 19t
July to Thursday 24" September
2010

Monthly meetings

1 Friday 16" July, 9.30 am
1 Friday 20" August, 9.30am

Leagues club lunch
1 Monday 12" July, 12.00pm

ASCCA events

A S C Cé&vénts in Sydney CBD:
Wed-Thur 8-9 September: ASCCA
Conference at the PowerHouse
Museum

Closing date for Photo, Photo Story
and Writing competitions is Mon 30
August 2010 at 4.00pm.

Our website, blog & Facebook

WwWw.parramattacps.org.au
http://parrapals.blogspot.com
Facebook : Parramatta Computer Pals
for Seniors (www.facebook.com )
Email:
secretary@parramattacps.org.au

Till next time. Mar garet
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