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PO Box 3102, Parramatta NSW 2124             (02) 9636 7752 (Secretary/Editor) 

9806 5030 at Computer Pals (no answering machine available at club) 
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President’s message 

t seems to be cooling down a little – 

must be the weather. 

To compensate for the colder weather 

we have rescheduled many of our 

courses to start at 10am instead of 

9.00.  So you can sleep in a bit. 

With help of some Commonwealth 

Government funding we have 

purchased a new sound system.  It’s 

portable, so we can use it both in the 

training room and at our member 

meetings. 

There are two main benefits of this 

new system.  Firstly, its speakers are 

designed and tuned to give much 

clearer speech so that people with 

hearing loss should hear more clearly 

(the consonants are much clearer).  

We hope this will assist our members 

who struggle a bit in our meeting, and 

perhaps in our classes as well. 

The second advantage is that it comes 

with a headset wireless microphone 

which is light and easy to wear.  This 

allows full and free movement and full 

use of both hands.  It also comes with 

a second hand-held microphone. 

We will encourage all our trainers to 

use the system all the time – it’s good 

for learners (everything that is said is 

clearer) and it’s good for the teacher 

as it reduces voice strain.  People with 

soft voices (like Margaret and 

Deborah) will find teaching much 

easier as one only needs to whisper to 

be heard clearly. 

If you have a more severe hearing loss 

and still find it a problem to hear at our 

members’ meetings or in class, please 

let us know as we can also buy 

individual FM receivers which can be 

worn by a person to receive their own 

clearer signal from anywhere in the 

room. 

Your feedback on this sound system 

would be greatly appreciated. If 

anyone wants to buy the old one, 

please let us know. 

Why not join us for a ferry trip to Vivid 

Sydney on Tuesday 15 June – just be 

at Parramatta Ferry wharf for the 

2.30pm ferry.  We’ll return by train. 

Hope you enjoyed the sunshine this 

weekend. 

All the best. 

John Moxon 
President 

johnmoxon1@gmail.com  

Facebook and Skype 

vacancies 

ur 10 hour courses in June have 

already commenced but there 

are one or two vacancies in our short 

courses on Facebook (24th June  or 1st 

July) and Skype (25th June).  Each 

course is $10. 

Check out our courses for Term 3 

overleaf. 

I 

O 

mailto:johnmoxon1@gmail.com
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More advanced courses (you should check for prerequisites) 

Day/ Time Dates Course Hours Cost 

Mondays 9.00-
10.0 am (10 wks) 

July 19,26; Aug 2,9,16, 
23,30; Sept 6,13,20 

Genealogy online 10 $40 

Mondays 1.00 – 
3.15pm (4 wks) 

July 19,26; Aug 2,9 PowerPoint 8  $30 

Monday 1.00 – 
3.15pm 

August 16 ONLY Scanning 2 $10 

Mondays 1.00 – 
3.15pm (5wks) 

Aug 23,30;  
Sept 6,13,20 

Digital Photo Stories 10  $40 

Tuesday 10.00-
12.15am (5 wks) 

July 20,27; Aug 3,10,17 CreataCard 10 $40 

Tuesdays 1.00pm 
- 3.15pm (5 wks) 

July 20,27; Aug 3,10,17 Internet & Email 10 $40 

Tuesday 10.00-
12.15am (5 wks) 

Aug 24,31;  
Sept 7,14,21 

Cards, Calendars & 

Stationery in Word 2007 

10  $40  

Tuesdays 1.00pm 
- 3.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 24,31;  
Sept 7,14,21 

Word 2007 10 $40 

Thursday 9.30-
11.45am (5 wks) 

July 22; 29; Aug 5,12,19 Managing Your Digital 

Photos (photo editing) 

10 $40 

Thursday 1.00-
3.15pm 

July 22 ONLY Google documents 2 $10 

Thursdays 1.00-
3.15pm 

July 29 ONLY Manage your Google 

contacts 

2 $10 

Thursday 9.30-
11.45am (5 wks) 

Aug 26; Sept 2,16,23; 
Friday Sept 10 

Managing Your Digital 

Photos (photo editing) 

10 $40 

Friday 10.00 am-
4.00pm 

July 23 AND August 13 Train the trainer  10 Free 

Friday 1.00-
3.15pm 

July 30 ONLY Buying & selling on eBay 2 $10 

Friday 1.00-
3.15pm 

August 6 ONLY Skype 2 $10 

 

Day/ Time Dates Course Hours Cost 

Mondays 10.15-
12.30 (5wks) 

July 19,26; Aug 2,9,16 Beginners 1 in Windows XP 10 $40 

Mondays 10.15-
12.30 (5wks) 

Aug 23,30;  
Sept 6,13,20 

Beginners 2 in Windows XP 10 $40 

Weds 10.00-
12.15pm (5 wks) 

Jul 21,28; Aug 4,11,18 Beginners 2  in Windows 7 10 $40 

Weds 1.00pm -
3.15pm (5 wks) 

Jul 21,28; Aug 4,11,18 Beginners 1 in Windows XP 10 $40 

Weds 10.00 -
12.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 25; Sept 1,15; Friday 
Sept 3 

Beginners 1 in Windows 7 10 $40 

Weds 1.00pm -
3.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 25; Sept 1,15; Friday 
Sept 3 

Beginners 2 in Windows 
Vista 

10 $40 

Thursdays 1.00-
3.15pm (5 wks) 

Aug 26; Sept 2,16,23; 
Friday Sept 10 

Beginners 1 in Windows 
Vista 

10 $40 
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Vale Fred Wrigley 

e have recently heard from his 

daughter that member Fred 
Wrigley passed away in March.  

Fred, a former Parramatta Council 

employee joined the club in May 2008 
and undertook a couple of beginner 
courses.  He decided that courses 

werenôt for him, but he never missed a 
monthly meeting, where he enjoyed 
the presentations, chatting to our 

president and other members. 

We shall miss him sitting in the front 
row. 

A lively group visits Rookwood 

Despite the many goulish jokes 

cracked at our May members meeting, 

the field trip to Rookwood organised by 

our Genealogy Special Interest group 

attracted 10 participants.  We met at 

Rookwood and took one of two 

organised tours – ours was called 

Plague and Pestilence – about the 

diseases which killed Sydney residents 

in the 19th century, and some of the 

cures which were often worse than the 

disease. 

Dropping into a WA Computer 

Club 

Deborah Martin and Peter Grove 

enjoyed a touring holiday of Perth and 

environs south last month, and took 

the opportunity to drop in to Peel 

SeniorNet, a club just like ours in 

Mandurah south of Perth. 

They were made most welcome by the 

club committee which was meeting at 

the time.  Deborah wrote of their 

experiences on the ParraPals blog 

(see the entry for 5th June). 

The list of computer clubs which are 

members of ASCCA can be viewed at 

www.ascca.org.au/clubs.html. 

Members who travel are encouraged 

to drop in to distant clubs, send back 

some news and wave the ParraPals 

banner. 

Vivid Sydney excursion 

Join us on Tuesday 15th on the 2.30 

ferry from Parramatta or meet us at 

Circular Quay at 3.30pm for a pleasant 

afternoon and evening 

taking photos of the 

Opera House and 

Macquarie St buildings.  

We will find somewhere 

to eat early evening and 

return to Parramatta by 

train – it won’t be a late night.  Contact 

Michael Myers on 9801 1686.  This is 

an activity of the Digital Photography 

Special Interest Group (SIG) but all are 

welcome. 

The photo above was taken by Hazel 

Labka, and is of St Mary’s cathedral 

during this year’s event. 

W 

http://www.ascca.org.au/clubs.html
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ASCCA’s Skills for a Mature 

Age Workforce course 

Do you know anyone of mature age 

who is looking to returning to work and 

needs some up to date computer skills 

– particularly in learning Windows 7 

and Office 2007? 

Peter Grove recently undertook the 

pilot course and thoroughly 

recommends it. The instructors 

provided excellent notes. Future 

courses will have a maximum of 10 

participants and the course is very 

hands on. It costs $125 but this is 

great value for 36 hours of training. 

For more information phone ASCCA 

on 9286 3871.  

Computer Tips and Tricks 

Set several pages as your home 
page in Firefox 

If your Internet browsing habits are 

anything like mine, you will have two or 

three websites you use all the time.  I 

generally always use Gmail or Google 

Documents, as well as Facebook and 

Parramatta Computer Pals website.  

So I have Google, Facebook and 

Parramatta Computer Pals as my 

three homepages.  This is how you do 

it. 

1. Open your first website (eg 

www.google.com.au ) 

2. Click the new tab option  

 

 

 

3. Open your second website (eg 

www.facebook.com ) and click 

the new tab option. 

4. Open your third webpage (eg 

www.parramattacps.org.au ) 

5. At the top of the browser 

window, click on the Tools 

menu and select Options. 

6. Click on the General Tab. 

 

7. Click the Use Current Pages 

button. 

8. Click OK. 

That was easy, wasn’t it? 

Report spam to ACMA 

The Australian Communications & 

Media Authority (ACMA) wants all of 

us to identify SPAM and report it to 

them so that it can help us all. 

If you use Microsoft Outlook or Outlook 

Express, the ACMA’s free 

SpamMATTERS spam reporting 

software enables you to report and 

delete spam at the same time – with 

just a click of the mouse.  

The SpamMATTERS software 

downloads and installs a simple 

toolbar button to your email program. 

New tab 

http://www.google.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/
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The completed installation will look like 

this:  

 

 

This button will only work if you have 

Windows ME, Windows 2000, 

Windows XP or Vista.  It is very simple 

to download. 

Go to the instructions page at 

http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STAND

ARD/pc=PC_310302 and click on the 

download link that is suitable for your 

PC or laptop. 

(Make sure you copy both lines of this 

web address together, without any 

spaces.) 

Installation Instructions 

1. The following screen appears 

as the installation progresses.  

Click the Save button. 

 

2. Select a location to save the file to 

and click the ‘Save’ button.  I save 

all my downloads to a dedicated 

Downloads 

folder 

 
3. Open Windows Explorer and go 

to the location where you saved 

the downloaded file. Double 

click on the downloaded file.  

4. Click the ‘Run’ button if you see 

this dialog.  

 

5. Simply click the ’Next’ or ’Yes’ 

button to proceed. 

 

6. Simply follow the wizard 

instructions to complete. 

http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_310302
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_310302
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Our sponsors 

DCA Computers  at Castle Hill is 

located in the Castle Hill Industrial 
Estate on Victoria Avenue, and 

specialises in building computers.  It 
also stocks a wide range of computer 
accessories and offers a service of 

ñhelp by phoneò. 

Contact DCA Computers at 

Unit 4/8 Victoria Avenue 

Castle Hill   NSW   2154 

Phone: 9634 2555 

sales@dcacomputers.com.au 

www.dcacomputers.com.au  

Meanwhile, members continue to 
report good feedback about Robert 

Delvecchioôs InHome Media  which 
they have used satisfactorily to fix 
computer problems in their own home. 

As part of our house move, Robert 
recently networked our three 

computers and reconnected our sound 
system. 

 

Phone Robert on 1300 658847 or  

0425 202 655. 

Useful websites 

Stay Smart Online: 

www.staysmartonline.gov.au 

Stay Smart Online provides all 
Australian online users with 

information on the simple steps you 
can take to secure yourselves online. 
This includes information and advice 

on how to secure your computer and 
your transactions online. 

Dates for Your Diary 

Term dates 

¶ Term 2 finishes on 2st July. 

¶ Term 3 ï commences Monday 19th 
July to Thursday 24th  September 
2010 

Monthly meetings  

¶ Friday 18th June, 9.30 am 
¶ Friday 16th July, 9.30 am 

Leagues club lunch 

¶ Monday 12th July, 12.00pm 

ASCCA events 

ASCCAôs events in Sydney CBD: 

¶ Wed-Thur 8-9 September: ASCCA 
Conference at the PowerHouse 

Museum 

Our website, blog & Facebook 

www.parramattacps.org.au 

http://parrapals.blogspot.com  

Facebook : Parramatta Computer Pals 

for Seniors (www.facebook.com ) 

Email: 
secretary@parramattacps.org.au  

Till next time.  Margaret 

mailto:sales@dcacomputers.com.au
http://www.dcacomputers.com.au/
http://www.staysmartonline.gov.au/
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/
http://parrapals.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:secretary@parramattacps.org.au

