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President’s message 

s any Computer Pals member 

can tell you, our club is as much 

about making friends as it is about 

learning computer skills.  And this was 

much in evidence last Friday when 17 

of us took the ferry from Rydalmere to 

Circular Quay for a pleasant day of 

photography and good cheer. 

The weather was kind to us – the 

forecast rain stayed away just long 

enough for us to enjoy a picnic lunch.  

Thank you Michael for organising this 

outing.  Michael is the new co-

ordinator of the Digital Photography 

Special Interest Group (SIG). 

Whenever an outing is planned, we 

extend an invitation to all our members 

– and their partners – no one is 

excluded. 

Unfortunately I shall miss the March 

members meeting, since I was 

accepted into a film-making course, 

being run in conjunction with Seniors 

Week.  The course is at Darlinghurst 

and the final product will be shown at 

the Dendy Opera Quays as part of the 

Young at Heart 5th Seniors film festival 

on Thursday 25th March.  

The meeting will be left in the capable 

hands of our vice president, Deborah 

Martin, and there will be presentations 

on scrapbooking.  Our club trainers will 

compare a variety of approaches using 

different software available quickly and 

easily through the Internet or through 

commercial printing outlets. 

I’d also 

encourage 

you to take 

an active 

part in one or more of the many 

activities being held during Seniors 

Week in Parramatta and in the city.  

ASCCA - 9286 3871 or 

office@ascca.org.au - is holding three 

computer seminars in the city.  Check 

them out in the Seniors Week 

brochure available at your local club 

and in last Sunday’s paper. Or go to 

the website at 

www.nswseniorsweek.com.au  

 
Regards 
 

John Moxon 
President 
johnmoxon@optusnet.com.au  

A 

mailto:office@ascca.org.au
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Term 2 courses 

ttached  to this newsletter is our 
Term 2 timetable. Those 
members who placed their 

names on a waiting list for a course 
will (or should have been) contacted 
by the relevant trainer by now, and 
some courses are full, assuming 
payments are made by the end of 
March.  These include Managing 
Digital Photography (12 places).  
However, there are still vacancies in a 
wide range of courses. Visit or contact 
the club on 9896 5030 Monday to 
Thursday during the day, and pay by 
cheque or at the March members’ 
meeting. 

As noted in last month’s newsletter, we 

are running a number of refresher 

courses, either during Week 1 (19-23 

April) or on some Fridays during the 

term.  These are proving very popular, 

but there are still many vacancies. 

Skype – being run this term by 

Deborah Martin as a short course (2 

hours) is proving so popular that she 

will be scheduling another session.  

Watch out for it. 

A Facebook presence 

number of us have already joined 
the club’s Facebook page, which 

was created this week. 

Check it out at www.facebook.com – 
just register if you are not yet a 
member, and search for Parramatta 
Computer Pals for Seniors . 

ASCCA president Nan Bosler was one 
of the first to join, saying “I'm 
delighted to become a friend to 
Parramatta Computer Pals for Seniors. 
It is an excellent club that knows the 
value of community involvement and I 
think of many of the club members as 
friends.” 

You can RSVP to our events – such as 
our March members meeting – and 
find out about new initiatives.  We are 
also loading photos of our activities. 

As far as I can tell 
by doing a search, 
we are just the 
second ASCCA member club to set up 
a Facebook  page – the first was 
Darwin Computer Club for Seniors. 

Our Web design course 

Web design is one of those activities 

where every designer or “builder” has 

a different approach, and despite a few 

requests over the past couple of years, 

your webmaster (AKA your secretary 

and newsletter editor) has been 

reluctant to start a course.  And as 

most of us can tell you, the more you 

learn about web design, the more you 

realise you know so very little! 

But I could put it off no longer.  This 

year we have commenced with seven 

enthusiasts, with a number more 

wanting to do it when they are free 

from other commitments. 

We are currently running it one hour a 

week, with an extension mid term to 

another two hours for supervised 

project work. We have commenced 

slowly by building a Google site of our 

choice, whilst gaining an 

understanding of the mechanics of 

building a site offline and using a web 

hosting service and file transfer 

protocol (FTP). 

A 

A 

http://www.facebook.com/
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One of our members is well advanced 

with a Google site called FOALS – 

Friends of Auburn Library Services. 

After Deb masters this site and it is 

functional, she intends to develop 

some skills in HTML (HyperText 

Markup Language) and CSS 

(Cascading Style Sheets) so she can 

have more control over the 

presentation and content of her 

website. 

Like Deb Neyle, you may have an 

immediate need to create a website, or 

you may just wish to understand more 

about the process involved in creating 

a site.  Either way, this course will 

point you in the right direction. 

We don’t however promise to turn you 

into an e-commerce entrepreneur!  

You’ll need to go somewhere else for 

that. 

 Next term we will run it on Thursday 

afternoons from 3rd June until 1st July 

for two hours. 

Leagues Club lunch 

The next lunch at Parramatta Leagues 
Club is scheduled for Monday 12th 
April at noon, at Café 88. 
 
Members are responding well to these 
lunches since a) no bookings are 
required; b) transport is easy – good 
parking and/or free transport from 
Parramatta station on the Loop Bus; 
and c) the meals are inexpensive. 

Numbers at each of our lunches have 
ranged from 20-40. 

Tips and tricks 

Aero Shake 

o matter which version of 
Windows you have, it always 
seems we become victims of 

“desktop clutter” as one point or 
another. Well, Windows 7 has a fun 
and useful trick you can pull next time 
you want to focus on just one window. 

You have to shake it! 

 

Yes, just grab the top of a window 
with your cursor and shake rapidly 
back and forth. All open windows 
(besides the one you just shook) will 
minimize; giving you a clear view of 
what you were trying to concentrate 
on! Want those windows back? Just 
shake again! 

With permission from WorldStart.com 

N 

http://www.worldstart.com/
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Our sponsors 

DCA Computers  at Castle Hill is 
located in the Castle Hill Industrial 
Estate on Victoria Avenue, and 
specialises in building computers.  It 
also stocks a wide range of computer 
accessories and offers a service of 
“help by phone”. 

Contact DCA 
Computers at 

Unit 4/8 
Victoria 
Avenue 

Castle Hill   NSW   2154 

Phone: 9634 2555 

sales@dcacomputers.com.au 

www.dcacomputers.com.au  

Meanwhile, members continue to 
report good feedback about Robert 
Delvecchio’s InHome Media  which 
they have used satisfactorily to fix 
computer problems in their own home. 

Phone Robert on 1300 658847 or  

0425 202 655. 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

Term dates 

¶ Term 1 finishes on 1st April. 
¶ Term 2 – commences Monday 19th 

April to Thursday 1 July 2010 

¶ Easter 2010 Good Friday 2 April 
2010. 

Monthly meetings  

¶ Friday 19th March, 9.30 am 
¶ Friday 16th April, 9.30 am 
¶ Friday 20th May, 9.30 am 

Leagues club lunch 

¶ Monday 12th April, 12.00pm 

Seniors Week 2010 – 21-28 March 

ASCCA’s seminars in Sydney CBD: 
¶ Tues 23 – Computers are Fun! 
¶ Wed 24 – Green IT 

¶ Fri 26 – Social Networking 

Our website and blog 

www.parramattacps.org.au 

http://parrapals.blogspot.com  

Facebook page 

www.facebook.com  

Till next time.  Margaret 

mailto:sales@dcacomputers.com.au
http://www.dcacomputers.com.au/
http://www.parramattacps.org.au/
http://parrapals.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/

