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ParraPals Newsletter September 2008
President’s message

Many of you faithfully fill out evaluation forms at the end of your course each term, and may be wondering whether we read your comments.  I can assure you we do!

At the July meeting, trainer Deb Neyle reported that many of you asked for supervised practice time.
So next term, we are introducing this, and we will see how it goes.  There will be a small charge, to be determined by the committee, and vouchers will be available from trainers.  You will need to book ahead.  The practice session times are indicated on the timetable.

Another course to be introduced is CreataCard™.  Diane Brentnall used to run this at the COTA club in the CBD and it was very popular.  We expect that many of you will take advantage of one of the two hour courses, commencing in either Week 1 or Week 6.
Increasingly, courses will be offered using Windows Vista, but we will not be forsaking Windows XP, since so many of our members use that operating system.
Regards to all
John Moxon

President

johnmoxon@optusnet.com.au 
A fruitful time at the ASCCA conference

Seven members headed for the 10th Annual conference at the Powerhouse Museum late last month, and all found it well worthwhile attending.  Sessions varied widely – from Telstra and Microsoft plans for seniors through to very practical sessions on DVD Maker, YouTube, Texting on a Mobile phone and many more.
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The photo above shows Jenny Liang, Judy Joyce, Deborah Martin and Peter Grove.  Bill New, Margaret Tucker and Jim Grainda also attended.  Deborah was a contributor to the Conference, running a workshop on YouTube, whilst John Moxon was to be a speaker, but had the flu, as did Diane Brentnall, another speaker.

Next year, we will try for an even bigger crowd.  Participants voted the 10th conference ASCCA’s best yet.  Conference fees were kept low by generous grants from the Federal Department of Health and Ageing and the NSW Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care.  This was the only way ASCCA could afford to hold the conference at the Powerhouse Museum, which is a really magnificent venue, and easy to reach by public transport.

Register for Term 4 courses

T

erm 4 classes will commence the week of October 13-17 and finish the week ending December 18.

The Club will be offering a mix of one and two hour courses in Term 4.  The two hour courses will be run over five consecutive weeks,commencing either Week 1, or Week 6 (November 17-20).

Monthly meeting Friday 19th September
D
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iane Brentnall will demonstrate Windows Vista, using the Professor Teaches CD. There will also be discussion of the courses being run in Term 4, such as CreataCard® and Microsoft’s Word 2007.

The photo shows our president John Moxon (on right) and vice president Peter Grove sharing a joke at the August meeting.

UK Genealogy lookups – an offer
Many of you are interested in family history research.  If you have ancestors who lived in England or Wales in the period 1841 to 1901, your editor will be happy to do look-ups on the UK census records, or the UK Births, Deaths and Marriages for the period 1837-1920s.
You need to know the name of a child or  adult and where they lived (hopefully a town if the name is very common) in that period, and it is possible to go back a generation or two following a family backwards from the 1901 census every ten years as far back as 1841.  Before that, household records were not kept, only the population of a village, town etc.

These records are online and can be accessed through www.ancestry.co.uk but to see the images (providing information about household members, their ages, occupation and birthplace as well as their address at the time) you need to have a subscription, which can be quite expensive.

Financial members may contact the editor on margarettucker@optusnet.com.au with a query.

If you are serious about your research, you may wish to join the Genealogy class, which will be run by Deborah Martin and Hazel Labka next term.  Both are family history enthusiasts with lots of practical experience.
Dates for your diary

Term dates

· Term 3 ends week of 23-25 September
· Term 4 commences week of October 13-17

· Term 4 ends week of December 16-19
Monthly meetings 

· 19th September

· 17th October (AGM)

· 21st November
· 12th December – Christmas party
	Day
	Time
	Course
	Fee
	Trainer

	MONDAY
	9:00 – 11:15
	Internet and Email (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 1-5)
	$40
	Peter Grove

	
	9:00 – 11:15
	PRACTICE (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 6 – 10)
	To be determ.
	Peter Grove (when available)

	
	11:30 – 12:30
	Basic Computing with XP (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	Paul Desmarchelier

	
	1:00 – 2:00
	Internet and Email (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	Paul Desmarchelier

	
	2:15 – 3:15
	Beginners 2 (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	Hazel Labka

	TUESDAY
	9:00 – 11:15
	Managing Digital Photos (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 1 – 5)
	$40
	John Moxon

	
	9:00 – 11:15 
	Enhancing Digital Photos (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 6 – 10)
	$40
	John Moxon

	
	11:30 – 12:30
	Scrapbooking
	$20
	Linda Falgiatori

	
	1:00 – 2:00
	Basic Computing with XP (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	John Moxon

	
	2:15 – 3:15
	Basic Computing with Vista (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	Margaret Tucker

	
	3.30 – 4.30
	Love Your PC 2 with Vista (10 wks)
	$40
	Margaret Tucker

	WEDNESDAY
	9:00 – 11:00
	Internet and email (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 1 – 5)
	$40
	Deb Neyle

	
	9:00 – 11:00
	PowerPoint (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 6 -10)
	$40
	Deb Neyle

	
	11:30 – 2:00 (1/2 hour lunch)
	Genealogy on Your Computer (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 1 – 5)
	$40
	Hazel Labka and Deborah Martin

	
	11:30 – 2:00 (1/2 hour lunch)
	Basic Computing (OS to be decided) (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 6 – 10) 

(OR Genealogy software, OR Beginners 2, depending on demand)
	$40
	Hazel Labka


	
	2:15 – 3:15
	Word (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	Deb Neyle

	THURSDAY
	9:00 – 10:00
	Word 2007 (10 weeks x 1 hour)
	$40
	Judy Joyce

	
	10:30 – 12:30
	CreataCard™ (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 1 – 5)
	$40
	Diane Brentnall

	
	10:30 – 12:30
	CreataCard™ (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 6 - 10)
	$40
	Diane Brentnall

	
	1:00 – 3:15
	Graphics in Word (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 1 – 5
	$40
	Judy Joyce

	
	1:00 – 3:15
	Graphics in Word (5 weeks x 2 hours, Weeks 6 – 10)
	$40
	Judy Joyce

	FRIDAY
	9:00 – 4:00
	PRACTICE sessions/ short courses
	TBA
	Deborah Martin

Peter Grove

Diane Brentnall

	
	To be confirmed
	Office Bearers Pilot Training
	Project
	Margaret Tucker

Deborah Martin


The gray courses are the 5x2 week courses which commence in Week 6 (November 17-21)
The timetable is also on the website at www.parramattacps.org.au/courses.html#Term4
Practice sessions are available only to financial members who have undertaken courses.

Tips and Tricks
Proper Removal of USB or Flash Drives
A

re you one of the many who use a flash drive these days? I mean, really, how can you resist? They are so simple to use and just as convenient as can be. So, tell me, when you go to remove your flash drive from the USB port it's in, how do you do it? Do you just yank it out and then go on with your day? If you do, that's not really the proper way to do it and if you keep doing it that way, you could end up ruining your flash drive. Well, lucky for you, I have come bearing instructions on how to properly remove a flash drive from your computer!
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There are actually a couple different ways you can do it. I suggest you read through them and choose the one you feel the most comfortable with. The first one has a few less steps than the second, so we'll start there. When you're ready to take your flash drive out, double click on the My Computer icon (or Computer in Vista) on your desktop and find the drive your flash drive is listed under. (It will usually be listed under a "Removable Disk" letter). Right click on that drive and choose Eject. You can then remove the flash drive with no risk of ruining anything.

The second way is to use your Safely Remove Hardware icon, located in your bottom system tray. Double click on that icon (it's a little green arrow with a little gray disk underneath it). Highlight the choice that says "USB Mass Storage Device" and click on the Stop button. Next, find the entry for your flash drive and click on it so that it's highlighted. Click OK. You will then see a little pop up window in the bottom corner of your screen, telling you it's now safe to remove the hardware. Once you see that, you can remove the flash drive and go on your way. As you can see, both ways are very easy to do, but in order to keep your flash drive safe, you need to make sure you do at least one of them!

~ Erin

Reprinted from www.worldstart.com with permission.

Just to add to the confusion

USB drives – the modern day replacement for the old floppy disk are known by many names:
· Flash drive
· Thumb drive
· USB Memory stick
· Pen drive
· Disk on key
Just remember they mean the same thing – a much easier electronic storage system, or “drive” than a CD or a floppy drive.

Our website
C

onstant changes and improvements are being made to the club website at www.parramattacps.org.au so don’t forget to check it out on a regular basis.

The full course timetable for Term 4 has been added.  Check the link Courses.
Correspondence will be entered into at secretary@parramattacps.org.au
Till next time.  Margaret
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