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Member newsletter No: 12, November, 2007

Club members “star” on TV
A
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producer from the ABC TV show Goodgame, shown on ABC 2 (digital TV) on Tuesday’s at 8.30, and repeated just after midnight on Fridays on Channel 2, contacted our president John Moxon last month, and arranged to visit the club during our monthly members meeting on October 19. 

The upshot was a three minute snippet showing John being interviewed about older people playing computer games, and volunteers Hazel Gibbs, Berniece Brierley and Judy Joyce demonstrating their skills on our new computers.

The producer found our club by “googling” computer games for seniors, and finding John’s PowerPoint presentation to the ASCCA conference.

If you missed it on TV or couldn’t download it from the www.abc.net.au/videos website, you will get another chance to watch it at our November monthly meeting.

Monthly meeting in Civic Place
O

ur next monthly meeting will be held on Friday November 16 in the Gwen Logan Room, next door to our club rooms.  

Our speaker will be Warren Peramul,  Senior Manager, Online Operations at the Commonwealth Bank.

Warren’s presentation on Online Banking will cover the following:

· online banking security and some tips;

· what features are available (how will online banking make my life easier?) 
Christmas Party

W

ednesday December 12 between 2-5pm in the Dan Mahoney Room (Level 2, Council Chambers Building).  
Bring your spouse and/or mum & dad!
The Christmas party will cost $10 per head for a bumper afternoon tea. 

[image: image4.wmf]Entertainment will consist of some club presentations – particularly from our PowerPoint and Digital PhotoStory 3 students; an experienced storyteller – Tom Ware; and a surprise or two.

Tickets are NOW available from reception.

New computers well received

O

ur students and trainers have been pleasantly surprised with our new look computer training room with its new equipment.

Most of the equipment owned by the other community club is now gone, and we are just awaiting the kind offer from Parramatta Council staff to remove the excess furniture.  Hopefully this coming week.  After that, we will be able to set up the reception area with the equipment we are still to purchase – a printer, scanner, some of the more reliable Pentium III systems for students to practice on and volunteers to use for administration, and a new filing cabinet and bar fridge.

The latter will be loaned to us for a few months by Peter Grove.  He has also donated a first aid kit.  Thank you Peter.

Thank you also to one of our newest members, Stephen Yap for donating four very nice framed prints for our walls.

Microsoft guest
N

ick Hodge, Professional Geek from Microsoft was our guest speaker in October.  Nick showed us various aspects of Microsoft’s latest operating system Windows Vista, and Windows Photo Gallery, which had been launched the same week.  If you are printing this newsletter out, go to the following site: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/windowsvista/features/details/photogallery.mspx
As you can see, it is easier to link to it straight from the screen, rather than copy this address into your Internet browser address line – it is rather long, isn’t it, and easy to make typos and find a broken link! 
Computer Tips and Tricks

Following the mouse pointer
I

f you have trouble seeing the mouse pointer on the page, get yourself a mouse trail.  (No, not that type, this one won’t need any cleaning up!). 
Sometimes it seems like the mouse pointer disappears, even though you search all over the screen for it.  A mouse trailer will help you locate it.
Here is how you do it:

To do this, go to Start and open up your Control Panel. Once you're in there, click on the Printers and Other Hardware link and then choose the Mouse option. This will open up the Mouse Properties box and you're going to want to choose the Pointer Options tab. 
Next, go down to the Visibility section and checkmark the line that says "Display pointer trails." You can then decide how long you want the trail to last. It can either be short, long or somewhere in the middle. When you're done, click OK.
See the screen below: 
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Butions | Pointers | Pointer Options | Wheel | Hardware | [) Device Settings

Button configuration

Devices
® Righthanded C Lefthanded
Left Right

- Primary Click (Normal Select. - Secondary Click (Context
Normal Drag) Menu. Special Drag)

Double Click Speed

Double-click the folder to test your setting. Ifthe folder does not open o
close. try using a slower setting

Slow. Fast

ClickLock
J” Tum onClickLock

Enables you to highlight or drag without holding down the mouse button. To set. briefly
press the mouse bution. To release. click the mouse button again





What has the Management Committee been up to?

A

t its last meeting, the Committee reviewed our spending, and took stock of what items we still had to purchase from our two grants, as well as approving the printer.  It was considered that we need to purchase a mono double sided laser printer – to print brochures, course notes etc. – as well as a colour ink-jet printer.  Since colour cartridges are so expensive, we will be using the colour printer sparingly.

The current Brother HP2040 will be used in the training room for printing practice.  The printer is already available on the student peer to peer network when connected to the Trainer’s computer (Computer 7).
We are most grateful to..

· Martin Young and Peter Grove for putting together the seven computer desks we bought from Officeworks
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Stephen Yap for the framed prints

· Rachel Young (see left) for coming in to do the reception sometimes twice a week this term

· Hazel Gibbs for her very reliable catering at the monthly meetings
Dates for next year’s courses
	Term
	Start
	Finish
	Weeks in term

	1
	29 Jan
	11 April
	11 weeks

	2
	28 April
	4 July
	10 weeks

	3
	21 July
	26 Sept
	10 weeks

	4
	13 Oct
	19 Dec
	10 weeks


Since there are 11 school weeks in Term 1, we will probably finish a week early.
This term, we have been experimenting with some short courses for members who are past the Basic computing course.  Some are proving very popular whilst others are slow to fill.
However, the concept of a two hour session on a short(er) topic appears very popular so we are likely to continue them, assuming we can find the trainers.

Fortunately, our trainer group is slowly building up.  We will not be increasing our number of days per week until we get a solid group of trainers.

Let us know what courses you’d like.  Each two hour course is $10.

The other new course which is proving popular is Windows XP Popular Functions.  Students agree that this course is giving them a better understanding of the Windows XP operating system and how it can make their computing experience so much more effective.
Club Website
U

nder construction at www.parramattacps.org.au 
Email us at info@parramattacps.org.au to give us your feedback.  We will not be officially launching the website until we are happy that it functions well and all the links work.

Till next time.  Margaret
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