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Member newsletter No: 11, October, 2007
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A new look for our club

ew computer workstations, new Vista ready “boxes”, new monitors, a training room clear of other people’s “stuff”, a new reception area – you will probably think you’ve gone to the wrong computer club!
By the time you return to classes mid month, you will see many changes.

[image: image4.wmf]The new equipment – mostly purchased with member fees - is already in place. The “stuff” – including some very useful desks you have been using for three terms – has now been shifted out into the other room, awaiting removal by the community organization which previously used the storeroom.
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We are particularly grateful to Parramatta Council’s Community Capacity Building Team for facilitating the partition in the archives room, so that we may have unimpeded access to our training room and reception area.  At no cost to the Club, Council contractors built and painted a new wall, and provided two new double power points. 

We will have our own keys to the rooms, so we can now gain access to the club rooms anytime between 8.30 am and 4.30 pm Monday to Friday when the Council Chambers Building lifts are open.

Now we just need to make the space look inviting and professional.  The new workstations will make a difference, and we are gradually purchasing items to make life easier for our volunteers.  The first purchase was a vacuum cleaner!

We need to brighten up the walls with posters and framed prints – does anyone have a nice print they could lend us?  We would also be grateful for a vase or two and some nice artificial flowers, if you have any to spare.
Now opening three days a week

P
arramatta Computer Pals is now offering courses three days per week, commencing the week of October 16 – Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
Not bad for a club that only opened in February with classes one day per week.

Monthly meeting in Civic Place
O
ur next monthly meeting will be held on Friday October 19 in the Gwen Logan Room, next door to our club rooms.  

Our speaker will be Nick Hodge who works at Microsoft but wanders the country talking to groups such as us about Microsoft products.  Nick was a very entertaining speaker at the recent ASCCA conference.
Thirty five members came to the September meeting and learned how best to use Parramatta Council’s recently re-designed website – www.parracity.nsw.gov.au .  Eric Dinkin from Council was our guest speaker.  Additionally, John Moxon gave a presentation on Games Older People Play (on computers), using both PowerPoint for his presentation and the Internet to demonstrate games and to find links.

There are also many games you can play from a CD – very useful if you don’t have a broadband internet connection.  You can purchase 101 games at Dick Smiths for just $10.
At our club meetings we use our data projector, a laptop and our Unwired broadband connection, facilitating demonstrations of Internet resources.

If you haven’t yet attended a monthly meeting, do consider it.  It’s a chance to catch up with old class mates and meet new people with similar interests.
What has the Management Committee been up to?

A

lot of blood, sweat but no tears, thank goodness.  Apart from attending the formal management committee meeting on 18th September, all members of the committee have been hard at work purchasing equipment (Peter, Margaret & Martin); cleaning out the computer rooms (Rachel, Martin and Margaret), installing the operating system and software applications on the new computer systems (John & Margaret); putting the equipment together (Margaret & Peter with Bill New and John Lee); collecting fees & invoices, banking and paying bills; sorting out financial reports (Jan); organizing property insurance (John); purchasing new folders and organizing for course notes to be photocopied (Martin); writing funding applications (Margaret); liaising with Council staff (John). 

Quite a month in fact. 

It’s been hard work, but very rewarding and a lot of fun working together.

We are most grateful to..

· Members Bill New and John Lee for assisting with moving the new computer equipment from Winston Hills to the club room, help set up the computers and helping to remove furniture and property from one room to the other;

· John Lee’s son Graham for assisting us with networking the printer;

· Parramatta Council’s maintenance team and the Community Capacity Building Team for their vital assistance with the partition;

· Council’s Alan Stone for his great customer service – opening up the archives room for us each day we use the club.

Christmas Party

W
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ednesday December 12 between 2-5pm in the Dan Mahoney Room (Level 2, Council Chambers Building).  Bring your spouse and/or mum & dad!
The Christmas party will cost $10 per head for a bumper afternoon tea.  Tickets available shortly.

What can you expect with our new computer systems?

This month, all students will be using so called Vista Ready Core 2 Duo computer systems and LCD monitors with 19” screens and built in speakers.  These computers have vastly better capacity to run today’s operating systems and software applications and are much faster than our much appreciated donated Pentium III computers which got the club going.
The systems were purchased without an operating system, but partitioned so that we can use both Windows XP (available to us from Microsoft’s Unlimited Potential program through its foundation partner ASCCA) and Windows Vista Home Premium, which we have not yet obtained.  We are planning to install that in the new year, after we “settle in” the new systems.

All computers are exactly the same, with the following specifications:

· Intel Core 2 Duo 2.2G

· Gigyte VM900M Motherboard

· 1G DDR11 667 Memory

· Integrated Video Card

· Integrated 6 Channel Audio

· 250G SATA2 7200RPM Hard Drive

· 18X DVD Rewrite (Dual Layer)

· ATX Mid Tower Case

· Ps11 K/B & Optical Mouse
Computer Tips and Tricks

Google toolbar
Most of you are used to typing Google into the address line of your browser - www.google.com  or www.google.com.au  to search the web. 
However, there is a much easier way to do so. You can easily download the Google Toolbar from the Google Home page. The Google toolbar does the following:

· Adds a search box to your browser

· Searches from any webpage

· Blocks annoying pop-up windows

· Allows you to automatically fill in on-line forms (once you set your details up).

Here is how you do it:

· Type www.google.com into the address line (hopefully for the last time)

· Click on the “more” hyperlink on the right hand side

· Scroll down the page until you see the Toolbar icon

· Note the other useful tools - such as Picasa2, which you may also wish to download

· Click on the Toolbar hyperlink and you will be able to commence the download process as shown
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Once you do this, you will see the Google toolbar, as illustrated below, every time you open your browser.
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There are many more wonderful downloads in the same list as well.  

Live dangerously.  Click on links that interest you and read all about them.
Term 4 Timetable

A

ll courses are one hour in length for 10 weeks, commencing October 16-18, 2007.  Some courses are full.
	Time
	Course
	Pre-requisites

	Tues 9.00am
FULL
	Windows XP Popular functions
	Basic computing

	Tues 10.15am
FULL
	Digital photo stories
	Basic computing



	Tues 11.30am
	Genealogy interest group – no bookings required.
$4 per session
	Basic computing

	Tues 1.00pm
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm
(No knowledge)

	Tues 2.15pm
	Digital photo stories
	Basic computing

	Wed 10.15am
	Internet
	Basic computing

	Wed 11.30am
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm

(no knowledge)

	Wed 1.00 – 3.15 pm 
Short courses – see left

	Thurs 

9.00am
	Basic computing

Level 1
	Enthusiasm

(no knowledge)



	Thurs 10.15am
	Works Suite v 8
	Basic computing



	Thurs 11.30am
	Basic computing

Level 2
	Mouse & keyboard experience

	Thurs 

1.00pm
	Word 1

FULL
	Basic computing


Wednesday afternoon courses

Book for the following self-contained short courses now.  PowerPoint and CD/DVD burning are full.
	1.00 pm–3.15 pm  $10 for each week selected

	October 17
	Christmas cards – Word 2003

	October 24
	Mail merge and address labels

	October 31
	Creating a free email address/ email etiquette

	November 7

FULL
	CD/DVD burning

	November 14

FULL
	Introduction to PowerPoint

(Part 1)

	November 21

FULL
	Introduction to PowerPoint

(Part 2)

	November 28
	Windows Vista introduction

	December 5
	Blogging


Club Website
Under construction at www.parramattacps.org.au 
Email us at info@parramattacps.org.au to give us your feedback.  We will not be officially launching the website until we are happy that it functions well and all the links work.

Till next time.  Margaret
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