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Member newsletter No: 10, September, 2007

Monthly meeting in Civic Place
O
ur next monthly meeting will be held on Friday September 21 between 9.30 and 12 noon in the Gwen Logan room, right next door to our club training room.  This is our last week of term.
We are currently lining up our guest speaker, hopefully from Parramatta Council, to show us how best to use the Council website.
At our October 19 meeting, our speaker will be Nick Hodge who works at Microsoft but wanders the country talking to groups such as us.  Nick was a very interesting speaker at the recent ASCCA conference.

Focus on courses:  Digital Photo Stories
S

ome of you have seen Photo/Music presentations from our graduates of the Digital Photography class run by president John Moxon, and been amazed at how professional they look.  Bill New, Jan Gathercole, Lourdes Leenders, Judy Joyce and Maria Tryl have built really interesting short presentations, lasting 3-4 minutes – most audiences’ attention span![image: image2.wmf]
Using free software from Google (Picasa2) and Microsoft.com (PhotoStory 3), as well as simple tasks in Windows Movie Maker, students will learn to build videos using still photos, music, voice overs, opening titles and closing credits.

You can build a travelogue, a family “video”, a DVD of childhood memories to show on your television as a DVD.

To do this course, you need to understand files and folders and use Windows XP (or later).  You should have a digital camera or know how to scan your hard copy photos.  If you don’t know how to scan, John, Margaret or Peter can assist you.   For further information about this course, contact John Moxon on 0412 539 110.
Term 4 Timetable

A

ll courses are one hour in length for 10 weeks, commencing October 16-18, 2007.
	Time
	Course
	Pre-requisites

	Tues 9.00am
	Windows XP Popular functions
	Basic computing

	Tues 10.15am
	Digital photo stories
	Basic computing



	Tues 11.30am
	Family story writing
	Word 1/ Files and folders management

	Tues 1.00pm
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm
(No knowledge)

	Tues 2.15pm
	Digital photo stories
	Basic computing

	Wed 9.00am
	Vacant – need a trainer

	Wed 10.15am
	Internet
	Basic computing

	Wed 11.30am
	Basic computing
	Enthusiasm

(no knowledge)

	Wed 1.00 – 3.15 pm 
Various two hour self contained courses for $10 each.  See the separate timetable in this newsletter.


	Thurs 

9.00am
	Basic computing

Level 1
	Enthusiasm

(no knowledge)



	Thurs 10.15am
	Works Suite v 8
	Basic computing



	Thurs 11.30am
	Basic computing

Level 2
	Mouse & keyboard experience

	Thurs 

1.00pm
	Word 1
	Basic computing


ASCCA Conference

F

[image: image3.wmf]our club members attended the recent annual conference of our peak body, the Australian Seniors Computer Clubs Association.  There were many opportunities to catch up with members from other clubs, to attend workshops on a whole raft of topics – indeed it was difficult to make the choice sometimes, with concurrent sessions.

Many of the workshop presenters have made their papers available on the ASCCA conference website.  Go to www.ascca.org.au/conference2007/Presentations.html to view topics that interest you.

The photo shows member Jim Grainda conversing with the NSW Minister for Ageing, the Hon. Kristina Keneally MP, using his voice machine.

Wednesday afternoon courses

Book for the following self-contained short courses now.  Please note that PowerPoint has been introduced as a two week course, due to member interest.

	1.00 pm–3.15 pm  $10 for each week selected

	October 17
	Christmas cards – Word 2003

	October 24
	Mail merge and address labels

	October 31
	Creating a free email address/ email etiquette

	November 7
	CD/DVD burning

	November 14
	Introduction to PowerPoint

(Part 1)

	November 21
	Introduction to PowerPoint

(Part 2)

	November 28
	Windows Vista introduction

	December 5
	Blogging


Rebirthed Pentium 4 computers with Windows XP for $250

M

embers just commencing their journey with IT and looking to purchase their first computer should seriously consider the above offer from WorkVentures, the non-profit organization which rebuilds systems no longer needed by large corporations.

The computers are available to non-profit organizations and to Centrelink or Veteran’s Affairs beneficiaries.
WorkVentures announced at the ASCCA conference that all computers now for sale are Pentium IV or above, and come complete with Windows XP and Office XP installed.  These machines will easily carry you through until you become really competent and will certainly handle large numbers of digital images and broadband.
The $250 system has 256MB Ram, a Pentium 4 1.4 GHz motherboard and 20GB hard disk drive.

Other options are available. Systems can be delivered for $20 in the Sydney metropolitan area.

Brochures are available at the club.  Ask at reception.

Alternatively, you can look at the Workventures website at www.workventures.com.au or call 1800 112 205 for further information.
WorkVentures is based in the Sydney CBD, and ASCCA clubs and individual members have been very pleased with their customer service and quality of their IT services.
Success with our Commonwealth Small Equipment Grant application

W

[image: image4.wmf]e heard during the month that the Club has been successful with its application for various equipment for our office volunteers.  We have had individual letters of congratulations from both Senator Marise Payne and the Hon. Laurie Ferguson, MP Member for Granville.

However we have not received the paperwork from the Commonwealth government and do not know whether we have received the exact amount ($1836) that we asked for.  If we receive the amount requested, it will be used to purchase a vacuum cleaner, flat bed trolleys, a vertical filing cabinet, a PA system and large suitcases.
Changes to the Management Committee

J

ohn McGlinn has resigned from the Management Committee, and Martin Young has stepped down as Treasurer but remains on the Committee.  Jan Gathercole offered her services as Treasurer, so has been invited to fill the vacant position on the Committee and become our Treasurer.  The Vice-president position has been filled by Peter Grove who joined the committee a couple of months ago.

We appreciated John’s work on the Committee.  John remains a trainer on Thursdays.

Jan Gathercole worked in various administrative roles in accounting and medical practices in the Parramatta area and is more than conversant with accounting procedures and financial management.
Computer Tips and Tricks

This is a new section in our expanded newsletter.  Tell us what you think!

The following tip is from www.worldstart.com and we have permission to use it.

Lost Icons
How much do you depend on certain icons on your desktop? I'm talking about the icons from the likes of My Computer, My Documents, My Network Places and so on. Those are a few of the icons that you probably usually use on a regular basis, so if they're not there, what are you supposed to do? Well, the best answer is, "Get them back!" 
Now, there are a couple different ways you may have lost the icons. They could have disappeared when you installed a certain program or even when you upgraded to a new operating system. Either way, you need them, so let's find them again! To enable those icons and more, right click on your desktop and choose Properties. Click on the Desktop tab and hit the Customize Desktop button. Next, under the General tab, check any of the icons you want to appear on your desktop. 
Once you do that, they will all be returned to your desktop in full view. You can choose from the icons of My Documents, My Computer, My Network Places and Internet Explorer. Now, on the other hand, you may want to take some of these icons off your desktop. If that's the case, just uncheck them and they will then be out of your way. Easy enough, don't you think?!
~ Erin (WorldStart.com)

Google Earth updated

G

oogle Earth fans can now visit the stars (no not Hollywood!) at http://earth.google.com 
Google Earth is a wonderful site for sticky beaks.  You can easily find a building or park anywhere in  the world, just by typing in the address, and flying on a virtual magic carpet in 30 seconds or less.  

A really wonderful site.  Thanks Peter.
We are most grateful to..

· Judy Joyce and Peter Grove for joining us as trainers in Term 4
· Jan Gathercole for taking on the Treasurer’s position
· Renata Santi and Hazel Gibbs for volunteering to help with administration on Wednesday mornings.
Walking group

Would you like to join a group of members and friends on a walk once a month?  The walks would be around Parramatta, unless there was group consensus to go further afield.

One of our members came up with this idea.  Unknowns to her, the Westlakes Seniors Computer Club (Lake Macquarie) does this – they call it a “Twalk” – and it is very popular.
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Christmas Party

W

ednesday December 12 between 2-5pm in the Dan Mahoney Room (Level 2, Council Chambers Building).  Bring your spouse and/or mum & dad!  Further details, including cost in October.
Club Website
Under construction at www.parramattacps.org.au 
Email us at info@parramattacps.org.au to give us your feedback.  We will not be officially launching the website until we are happy that it functions well and all the links work.
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